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REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 


Health  Department, 

Victoria  Road, 

West  Hartlepool. 
August,  1956. 


To  the  Mayor,  Adder  men  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool. 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  circumstances  of  West  Hartlepool  for  the  year  1955. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  County 
Borough  at  mid-year  1955  was  72,840,  some  300  greater  than  in  the  previous 
year.  The  death  rate  of  11.72  per  thousand  of  the  population  was  similar 
to  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  There  were  115  more  births  than  in  1954 
and  the  birth  rate  of  20.03  per  thousand  of  the  population  was  the  highest 
recorded  in  West  Hartlepool  since  1948.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  15.  Sixty-four  children  died  under  the  age  of  one  year  giving 
an  infant  mortality  rate  of  43.86  per  thousand  live  births. 

Of  the  854  deaths,  265  were  due  to  heart  disease,  122  to  cancer,  84  to 
vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system,  71  to  bronchitis  and  55  to  pneumonia. 
The  chief  causes  of  death  thus  followed  the  same  pattern  as  in  previous  years. 
No  fewer  than  307  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  of  75  years  and  over. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Although  the  highest  number  of  notifications  which  were  received 
referred  to  cases  of  measles,  this  disease,  as  was  to  be  expected,  was  much 
less  prevalent  during  1955  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  cases 
of  whooping  cough  was  also  reduced.  Two  persons,  an  adult  and  a  child, 
developed  poliomyelitis  with  paraly  sis  at  the  close  of  one  of  the  driest  summers 
of  recent  years.  Nineteen  cases  of  dysentery  were  reported  and  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  refers  to  the  action  which  was  taken.  There  was  a 
complete  absence  of  diphtheria  in  the  area,  but  parents  must  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  lulled  into  a  false  sense  of  security  on  this  account.  Im¬ 
munisation  against  the  disease  is  just  as  necessary  as  it  ever  was.  Children 
should  receive  their  first  course  of  injections  before  they  are  a  year  old, 
either  from  their  family  doctor  or  at  the  nearest  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Dr.  Robinson  points  out  in  his  contribution  that  while  there  is  no  cause 
for  dissatisfaction  in  the  figures  relating  to  tuberculosis,  there  is  certainly 
no  indication  for  complacency.  In  England  and  Wales  the  fall  in  mortality 
from  tuberculosis  has  been  greatly  accelerated  by  the  use  of  the  new  drugs 
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which  have  become  available.  The  notification  rate  has,  however,  in 
general  been  maintained.  In  West  Hartlepool,  the  number  of  deaths  from 
all  forms  of  tuberculosis  in  1955  was  only  very  slightly  more  than  1  /5th  of 
the  same  number  ten  years  ago.  The  position  is  improving.  As  it  does  so, 
the  very  infectious  nature  of  the  disease  becomes  even  more  apparent.  Dr. 
Robinson  emphasises  this  important  aspect.  Efforts  directed  to  its  control 
cannot  be  relaxed.  The  resistance  of  susceptible  age  groups  must  be  raised 
by  vaccination.  The  figures  quoted  by  the  Chest  Physician  indicate  the 
possibility  that  there  are  in  the  town  a  number  of  undiagnosed,  but  infectious, 
persons.  As  Dr.  Robinson  states  the  remedy  lies  in  an  increased  use 
of  the  diagnostic  facilities  available  at  the  Chest  Clinic  and  Mass-Radio¬ 
graphy  Unit. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  emphasis  was  on  housing.  This  is  an  aspect 
of  the  Council’s  activities  which  has  a  very  direct  bearing  on  the  health  of 
the  community.  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff  undertook  the 
comprehensive  survey  of  all  the  houses  in  the  area,  required  by  the  Housing 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act  of  1954.  Substantial  progress  was  also  made  in 
relation  to  slum  clearance.  It  is  evident  from  Mr.  Basford’s  report  that  the 
supervision  and  control  of  other  important  factors  which  can  influence  health, 
such  as  food  and  water  supply,  were  by  no  means  neglected. 

PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  various  services  provided  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
call  for  no  special  comment  during  1955.  Increased  demands  were  made 
on  both  the  domestic  help  service  and  the  ambulance  service.  Every  effort 
was  made  to  ensure  that  these  services  were  only  used  by  those  who  genuinely 
required  them.  The  number  of  children  attending  the  Occupation  Centre 
increased  during  the  year  and  very  substantial  progress  was  made. 

WELFARE  SERVICES. 

The  Council’s  important  responsibilities  in  relation  to  the  care  of  the 
elderly  and  of  the  handicapped  continued  to  receive  a  great  deal  of  attention 
throughout  the  year.  Valuable  progress  was  made  in  the  improvement  of 
existing  hostel  accommodation  and  in  the  preparatory  work  necessary  for 
the  acquisition  and  adaptation  of  new  premises. 

STAFF. 

Although  it  has  fallen  to  me  to  present  this  report,  it  will  be  appreciated 
that  it  describes,  in  the  main,  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  during 
a  period  when  my  predecessor,  Dr.  J.  W.  McKeggie,  was  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  At  the  time  of  his  retirement,  Dr.  McKeggie  had  held  office  for  25 
years.  As  this  is  written,  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  has  just 
celebrated  its  hundredth  birthday  and  it  seems  to  me  that  no  better  tribute 
could  be  paid  to  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  than  the  following  extract  from 
a  recently  published  history  of  the  Society  by  Dr.  W.  S.  Walton,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Newcastle. 
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“Times  of  depression,  times  of  ‘routine’  and  times  of  achievement  and 
excitement  were  all  experienced  by  the  Society  during  the  100  years  of  its 
life.  Leaders  of  outstanding  merit  have  come  and  gone,  and  as  was  stated 
in  the  introduction,  the  conscientious  hard-working  medical  officers  and 
assistant  medical  officers  have  contributed  to  the  material  of  the  history 
of  the  Society  as  a  coral  reef  is  built  up  out  of  the  lives  of  millions  of  molluscs. 
A  north-country  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  J.  W.  McKeggie,  of  West 
Hartlepool  in  1954,  wrote  with  humility  in  his  last  annual  report  to  his 
Authority  : — 

‘Successful  Health  Departments  are  not  news.  It  is  only  when 
epidemics  have  occurred,  or  some  such  disaster,  which  interests  or 
frightens  the  population,  that  they  are  heard  of  and  so  ...  .  if  they 
are  not  heard  of,  they  have  probably  been  doing  their  work  quietly  and 
usually  efficiently. 

This  sounds  like  blowing  my  own  trumpet  but  it  is  only  included  for 
general  information  to  show  in  how  many  ways  we  can  help,  but  for  me 
it  is  all  over  and  in  25  years  I  have  found  the  public  in  their  private 
capacity  very  sympathetic  and  helpful  ;  very  trusting  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  his  work.  In  all  these  years,  visiting  houses,  shops, 
business  premises,  factories,  workshops,  schools,  solicitors,  clergymen, 
government  and  local  officials,  I  have  never  once  been  asked  to  show  any 
card  or  letter  of  my  authority. 

I  have  given  advice  or  been  consulted  by  thousands  and  one  wonders 
with  what  success.  As  far  as  I  know,  I  have  made  no  enemies  and  no 
bitterness  has  been  laid  at  my  door,  but  I  recognise  that  the  majority 
of  our  people  suffer  in  silence. 

One  wonders  at  the  end  of  a  long  period  how  I  feel  about  leaving  it 
all.  The  main  feeling  is  sadness  that  there  is  so  much  still  to  do  and  a 
hope  that  someone  else  will  carry  it  on  further  and  better  than  I  have 
done.’  ” 

Rather  than  sadness  my  predecessor  has  great  cause  for  pride  in  what 
was  “so  quietly  and  efficiently’’  achieved  during  his  long  term  of  office. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Ross,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  resigned  on  the  last 
day  of  the  year  to  take  up  an  appointment  in  Leicestershire. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 

The  help  and  interest  of  the  Chairmen  and  members  of  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Committees  is  gratefully  acknowledged.  The  Chief  Officials  of  the 
Council  have,  without  exception,  made  me  welcome  and  their  co-operation 
has  been  much  appreciated.  My  thanks  are  due  to  the  entire  staff  of  the 
department  for  their  work  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Madam  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  D.  C.  S.  CAMERON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (Acres)  .  4,976 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate,  1955) .  72,840 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  on  31st  December,  1955  according 

to  the  Rate  Books .  22,115 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1955) .  £461,628 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (31st  March,  1955) .  £1,806 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Male  Female  Total 

Live  Births  —  Legitimate  707  689  1,396 

Illegitimate  28  35  63 


Total  735  724  1,459 

Stillbirths  —  Legitimate  18  17  35 

Illegitimate  1  —  1 


Total  19  17  36 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  one  year  of  age  —  Legitimate  28  34  62 

Illegitimate  —  2  2 


Total  28  36  64 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  4  weeks  of  age  —  Legitimate  19  24  43 

Illegitimate  —  2  2 


Total  19  26  45 

Total  Deaths  (All  Ages)  440  414  854 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  Estimated  Resident  Population .  20.03 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1 ,000  Live  and  Stillbirths .  24.08 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Estimated  Resident  Population .  11.72 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  per  1 ,000  Live  Births  : 

All  Infants .  43.86 

Legitimate .  42.49 

Illegitimate .  1.37 

Infants  under  4  weeks .  30.84 

Maternal  Deaths .  Nil 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
1955-56 


Alderman  Johnson 
Councillor  Mrs.  Breward 
Councillor  Bristow 
Councillor  Crisp 
Councillor  D’Alby 
Councillor  Hartley — Chairman 
Councillor  Jones 


Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Councillor 

Dr.  Crabb 

Dr.  Hodge 


King 

Mrs.  Miller 
Potter 

Mrs.  Sprintall 
Yule 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Principal  School  Medical  Officer,  etc. — 

J.  W.  McKEGGIE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  Retired  9/7/55 
A.  D.  C.  S.  CAMERON,  M.B.,  Ch.  B.,  D.P.H.  Commenced  12/9/55 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health— 

A.  C.  ROSS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Resigned  31/12/55 


Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

JEAN  FLOYD  FARQUHAR,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Ophthalmic  Surgeon  (Part-time) — 

G.  BENNETT,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.O.M.S. 

W.  G.  B.  GRAIGEN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.O. 


Appointed  15/12/55 
Appointed  1/10/55 
Resigned  14/12/55 


A.  T.  G.  EVANS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.O.M.S. 


Resigned  30/9/55 


Aural  Specialist — 

L.  V.  ARUNDEL,  F.R.C.S. 


School  Dentists — 

MISS  M.  I.  MANLEY,  L.D.S.— (Principal  School  Dental  Officer) 
A.  G.  WILDGOOSE,  L.D.S. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — 

A.  H.  BASFORD,  D.P.A.,  M.I.P.H.E.  (1,  2,  3,  4) 


Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector — 
J.  F.  EDWARDS  (1,  2,  3,  4) 
R.  EMERSON  (1,  2,  3,  4) 


Resigned  1/8/55 
Appointed  2/8/55 
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Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Inspectors  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — 


E.  H.  BARNETT  (1) 

H.  H.  BOWES  (1,  2) 

D.  H.  GILBERTSON  (1,2) 
A.  F.  THEAKSTON  (1,2) 
R.  EMERSON  (1,  2,  3,  4) 


Resigned  31/5/55 


Resigned  31/8/55 
Commenced  1/3/55 
Appointed  D.C.S.I.  2/8/55 


Pupil  Sanitary  Inspectors — 

R.  KNOX 

R.  HESLOP  Commenced  5/12/55 


Key  to  Professional  Qualifications. 

1.  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  &  Sanitary  Inspectors  Exam.  Joint  Board. 

2.  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

3.  Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

4.  Sanitary  Science  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 


Lay  Administrative  Officer  and  Duly  Authorised  Officer 

W.  P.  YUILL  Resigned  31/3/55 

W.  E.  SIMPSON  Appointed  4/5/55 

Deputy  Lay  Administrative  Officer  and  Duly  Authorised  Officer — 

C.  W.  SMITH  Appointed  23/6/55 


Assistant  Lay  Adminstrative  Officer  and  Duly  Authorised  Officer 

W.  E.  SIMPSON  Appointed  Lay 

Administrative  Officer  4/5/55 


Health  Visitors — 

Miss  A.  FIELDS  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  Cert. 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor 


Mrs.  C.  E.  HENDERSON 
Miss  A.  S.  BAGSHAW 
Mrs.  M.  CROSS 
Miss  E.  M.  PHILLIPS 
Mrs.  M.  DOUGLAS 
Miss  D.  BROWN 
Miss  E.  M.  SAVAGE 


Miss  A.  M.  NORTHEY 
Miss  C.  M.  NIXON 


S.C.M.  H.V.  Cert.  Resigned  22/1/55 
S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  H.V.  Cert. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  H.V.  Cert. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  H.V.  Cert. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  H.V.  Cert. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  H.V.  Cert. 

Trainee  Health  Visitor 

Commenced  13/12/54 
Resigned  4/2/55 
Trainee  Health  Visitor 

Commenced  5/1/55 
Trainee  Health  Visitor 

Commenced  17/6/55 
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Municipal  Midwives — 

Mrs  E.  GALLOWAY 
Mrs.  M.  BRAND 
Mrs.  K.  L.  GALLIMORE 
Mrs.  W.  PICKERING 
Mrs.  L.  R.  WALKER 
Mrs.  J.  TURNBULL 
Miss  M.  A.  MILNE 
Mrs.  L.  HARVEY 


No.  93510  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.E.N. 

No.  98274  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.E.N. 

No.  90631  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

No.  74766  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

No.  104224  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

No.  76151  (Gen.  Trained)  S.C.M. 

No.  118712  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.F.N. 

No.  135745  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Commenced  14/3/55 


Home  Nurses — 

Mrs.  E.  COOPER 
Mrs.  E.  HUGILL 
Mrs.  I.  HESLOP 
Mrs.  E.  M.  GARDINER 
Mrs.  H.  JEFFERSON 
Mrs.  M.  LISTER 
Mrs.  M.  CHARLTON 
(Temporary) 


S.R.N. 

(Gen.  Trained) 

S.R.N. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

S.R.N. 

S.R.N.  Resigned  31/5/55 


School  Nurses — 

Miss  E.  WITTEN 

Miss  O.  MAVIN 
Miss  I.  S.  HIND, 

Miss  M.  P.  LOWERY, 


Senior  School  Nurse,  S.R.N.  (Reg.  Sick 
Children’s  Nurse) 

S.R.N.,  R.S.C.N. 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

S.R.N. 


Nurse  Almoner — 

Mrs.  S.  LAMBERT  (Gen.  Trained) 

Home  Help  Organiser — 

Miss  A.  STOTT 


Matron,  Victoria  Road  Day  Nursery — 

Mrs.  N.  HALL  Resigned  12/2/55 

Mrs.  M.  E.  ELLIOTT  Commenced  14/2/55 

Warden,  Hazelhurst  Hostel — 

Miss  M.  CARLING 

Superintendent,  Briarfields  Hostel — 

T.  MORGAN 

Superintendent,  Dinsdale  Lodge — 

G.  S.  WIDDOWFIELD 
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Supervisor  Occupation  Centre 


Mrs.  L.  M.  DUNNING 


Senior  Clerk — 

C.  W.  SMITH 


Appointed  Deputy  Lay 

Adminstirative  Officer  23/6/55 
Appointed  21/7/55 


W.  USHER 


Clerks 


W.  USHER 
I.  M.  DEAS 
R.  HENDERSON 
R.  ATKINSON 
E.  W.  KNIGHTON 
Miss  L.  JARROLD 
Miss  M.  MACKIN 


Appointed  Senior  Clerk  21/7/55 


Resigned  17/12/55 


Commenced  19/9/55 
(Senior  Typist) 
Retired  31  /7/55 


Miss  J.  KINGSTON 
Mrs.  M.  ANDERSON 
Miss  A.  STRINGER 
Miss  E.  M.  STODDART 
Miss  K.  POUNDER 
Miss  B.  ATKINSON 

Miss  B.  TRUEFITT  Resigned  16/6/55 

Miss  K.  EVANS 

Miss  S.  APPLEGARTId 

Miss  J.  A.  CROSBY  Commenced  29/8/55 

Miss  J.  RYAN  Commenced  15/8/55 

Ambulance  Officer — 

J.  ATKINSON 

Abattoir  Superintendent — 

W.  GRAZIER 

Public  Analyst  (part-time) — 

C.  J.  H.  STOCK,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

Rodent  Officer — 

J.  PRENTON  Commenced  1/1/55 

Assistant  Rodent  Officer — 

D.  S.  HASTINGS  Commenced  21/2/55 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

Although  the  total  figures  of  attendances  at  the  maternity  and  child 
welfare  centres  show  a  slight  decrease  as  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
the  actual  number  of  children  who  attended  a  centre  during  the  year  increased 
considerably.  This  increase  was  spread  fairly  evenly  over  all  the  centres. 
It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  Rossmere  Way  Centre,  which  was  opened 
in  1954  to  provide  facilities  for  the  Owton  Manor  Estate,  continued  to 
function  very  satisfactorily. 


ATTENDANCES 


Centre 

Total 
No.  of 
children 
attending 
Centre 

Total 

attend¬ 

ances 

No.  of 
children 
who 
made 
first 
attend¬ 
ances 

No.  of 
visits 
made  by 
these 
children 

No.  of 
children 
who 

attended 

in 

previous 

years 

No.  of 
visits 
made  by 
these 
children 

No.  of 
new 

attenders 
under 
one  year 

No.  of 
new 

attenders 

between 

1—5 

Dale  Street  .... 

415 

2,587 

148 

1,145 

267 

1,442 

139 

9 

Seaton  Carew  .  .  . 

153 

966 

65 

481 

88 

485 

62 

3 

Oxford  Street .  .  . 

620 

4,162 

204 

1,816 

416 

2,346 

195 

9 

Rossmere  Way.  . 

525 

2,866 

154 

1,169 

371 

1,697 

142 

12 

St.  Matthew’s  . . 

491 

3,324 

173 

1,599 

318 

1,725 

164 

9 

Burbank  Street  . 

420 

2,371 

133 

1,123 

287 

1,248 

130 

3 

St.  Luke’s . 

510 

3,470 

164 

1,749 

346 

1,721 

156 

8 

Totals.  .  .  . 

3,134 

19,746 

1,041 

9,082 

2,093 

10,664 

988 

53 

METHODS  OF  FEEDING  (First  Attenders). 


Method 

ALL  CENTRES 

Natural  (Breast) . 

310 

Artificial . 

608 

Combined  (natural  and  artificial) . 

58 

Artificial  and  ordinary  diet . 

1 

Ordinary  diet  under  1  year . 

8 

Ordinary  diet  over  1  vear . 

56 

Total . 

1,041 
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DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  INFANTS  ATTENDING  CENTRES 


Dale 

Street 

Seaton 

Carew 

Oxford 

Street 

Rosstnere 

Way 

St. 

M’thew’s 

Burbank 

Street 

St. 

Luke’s 

Total 

Anaemia . 

. 

_ _ 

1 

3 

_ _ 

_ 

2 

6 

Blepharitis . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

6 

Bronchitis . 

7 

1 

7 

7 

3 

10 

7 

42 

Burns  and  scalds . 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Circumcision . 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Cleft  Palate . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

Conjunctivitis . 

2 

— 

5 

3 

2 

— 

5 

17 

Constipation . 

12 

— 

6 

9 

3 

8 

9 

47 

Coughs  and  colds . 

19 

— 

— 

45 

— 

32 

17 

113 

Dental  Defects . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Diarrhoea . 

- - 

— 

4 

13 

— 

3 

12 

32 

Eczema . 

5 

— 

1 

6 

— 

3 

5 

20 

Enlarged  glands . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Eye  defects . 

8 

2 

— 

9 

- — ■ 

10 

9 

38 

Feeding  difficulties.  .  .  . 

27 

— 

20 

— 

3 

10 

20 

80 

Gastritis . 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— - 

— 

4 

Green  stools . 

- - 

— 

— 

2 

— - 

6 

— 

8 

Hernia . 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— - 

4 

Hypo-Toxaemia . 

— 

— 

1 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Impetigo . 

4 

— • 

— 

8 

— 

1 

2 

15 

Inguinal  hernia . 

3 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Naevis . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

5 

Nasal  Catarrh . 

— 

— * 

8 

3 

— 

4 

— 

15 

Otic  defects . 

4 

— 

— 

5 

— 

2 

— 

11 

Otitis  Media . 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

1 

2 

12 

Otorrhcea . 

— 

— 

2 

6 

5 

3 

— 

16 

Phimosis . 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Physical  defects . 

9 

— 

2 

11 

— 

3 

— 

25 

Protruding  Umbilicus  . 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pyloric  Stenosis . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Rash . 

21 

2 

15 

48 

6 

23 

23 

138 

Seborrhoea . 

6 

— 

6 

8 

— 

4 

11 

35 

Septic  Spots . 

— 

— ■ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

2 

Skin  diseases . 

4 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Sore  buttocks . 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Spina  Bifida . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Stomatitis . 

• 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Strabismus . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

T.  and  A . 

— 

— 

6 

2 

3 

— 

— 

11 

Teething  difficulties  .  .  . 

9 

— 

6 

5 

— 

2 

10 

32 

Thrush . 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

5 

1 

11 

Tongue  tie . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

6 

Torticollis . 

2 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

3 

Umbilical  defects . 

- - 

18 

— 

- - 

2 

20 

Umbilical  hernia . 

3 

— 

6 

12 

1 

2 

9 

33 

Urticaria . 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

7 

— 

12 

Vaccination  Sores  .  .  .  . 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1 

2 

Vomiting . 

6 

— 

3 

19 

3 

— 

4 

35 

Whooping  Cough . 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Worms . 

— — 

. 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

4 

Other  conditions . 

39 

— 

— 

61 

5 

10 

64 

179 

Totals . 

206 

6 

109 

366 

36 

154 

230 

1,107 

is 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS. 

The  administration  of  the  Welfare  Food  Scheme,  which  was  transferred 
to  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  1954,  continued  on  similar  lines  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955.  The  arrangements  provided  for  the 
foods  to  be  available  at  each  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre.  In 
addition  supplies  were  obtainable  from  the  Health  Department. 

The  issues  during  the  period  1st  January,  1955  to  31st  December,  1955 


were  as  follows  : — 

National  Dried  Milk  (tins)  .  45,475 

Cod  Liver  Oil  (bottles) .  8,722 

Vitamin  A  &  D  Tablets  (packets) .  2,992 

Orange  Juice  (bottles) .  47,306 


The  value  of  National  Dried  Milk  sold  amounted  to  £1,930,  and  the 
sum  of  £932  was  taken  in  respect  of  Orange  Juice. 

In  addition  to  Welfare  Foods  proprietary  brands  of  dried  milk  and 

other  foods  were  available  at  each  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  and 
during  the  year  the  sales  of  these  amounted  to  £3,090. 


VICTORIA  ROAD  DAY  NURSERY. 

Attendances  at  the  Nursery  during  1955  remained  similar  to  those  in 
the  previous  year,  and  as  always  were  influenced  throughout  the  year  by 
minor  ailments.  There  were  however  no  cases  of  serious  illness,  and  the 
children  were  affected  rather  less  than  usual  by  intercurrent  infections. 


No.  of  approved  places  —  Under  2  30 

2  —  5  50 

No.  of  children  on  the  register 
at  31st  December,  1955  —  Under  2  30 

2  —  5  50 

Average  daily  attendance  during 
the  year  —  Under  2  20 

2  —  5  31 
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ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinic  was  transferred  from  the  Mill  House  Clinic, 
Stranton,  to  the  Cameron  Hospital  in  May,  1955.  It  may  be  that  this 
transfer  had  an  effect  on  the  attendances  which  show  a  substantial  reduction 
when  compared  with  those  for  1954. 

The  work  of  the  Clinic  during  the  year  is  shown  below : — 


1955  1954 

Total  attendances .  266  484 

No.  of  patients  who  attended .  65  197 

Patients  referred  by  practitioners  for  consultation.  .  .  25  24 

Cases  referred  from  other  Health  Authority  Clinics .  .  —  2 

Abnormalities  discovered — 

Anaemia  in  Pregnancy .  16  11 

Toxaemia  in  Pregnancy .  10  6 

Intrauterine  Death .  1  1 

Previous  Abnormal  Obstetric  History .  3  6 

Anti  Rh  sensitisation .  2 

Pregnancy  Haemorrhage .  3  7 

Malpresentation .  5  11 

External  Version  performed .  5  7 

Heart  Disease  in  Pregnancy .  —  1 

Cephalo-pelvic  Disproportion .  —  1 

Hydramnios .  —  1 

Abnormal  Wassermann  Reaction .  —  2 

Cases  referred  for  hospital  confinements .  9  5 

CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS. 


Twelve  Unmarried  Mothers  were  assisted  during  the  year  under  arrange- 
ments  made  with  the  Hartlepools  Deanery  Moral  Welfare  Association. 
Nine  girls  were  admitted  to  Mother  and  Baby  Homes,  the  remainder  being 
confined  in  hospital  and  returning  home  on  discharge. 

DENTAL  TREATMENT— NURSING  AND  EXPECTANT  MOTHERS 
AND  CHILDREN  UNDER  SCHOOL  AGE. 

1.  No.  of  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  provided 

with  dental  care .  — 

2(a).  No.  of  children  under  five  provided  with  dental 


care .  34 

(b).  Treatment  provided — 

Fillings .  26 

Silver  Nitrate  Treatment .  7 

Extractions .  18 

General  Anaesthetics .  2 
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PREMATURE  BIRTHS. 

1.  No.  of  Premature  Births  Notified. 

(a)  Born  in  Hospital .  68 

(i)  Died  within  24  hours  of  birth .  5 

(ii)  Survived  28  days .  53 

(b)  Born  at  home  and  nursed  entirely  at  home .  20 

(i)  Died  within  24  hours  of  birth .  1 

(ii)  Survived  28  days .  19 

(c)  Born  at  home  and  transferred  to  hospital  before 

28th  day . . .  3 

(i)  Died  within  24  hours  of  birth .  — 

(ii)  Survived  28  days .  2 


2.  Premature  Stillbirths  Notified. 


(a)  Born  in  hospital .  15 

(b)  Born  at  home .  6 


3.  Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

The  Authority  employs  a  full-time  midwife,  with  special  training  in  the 
care  of  premature  infants,  to  deal  with  all  premature  births  which  are 
notified.  Cases  are  referred  by  the  domicilliary  municipal  midwives,  or  by 
the  hospitals  concerned  on  discharge  of  the  child. 

Each  baby  is  visited  twice  daily  for  a  period  of  14  days,  with  the 
exception  of  poorly  babies  who  may  be  visited  3  or  4  times  a  day  until  their 
condition  improves.  The  nurse  has  special  nursing  equipment  at  her 
disposal,  including  a  premature  baby  cot,  and  in  all  cases  she  works  in 
conjunction  with  the  family  doctor. 

The  following  figures  show  the  extent  of  her  work  during  1955  : — 


1.  No.  of  cases  attended  —  born  in  hospital .  60 

—  born  at  home .  22 

2.  No.  of  deaths .  1 

Cause  of  death — Prematurity  (33  weeks’  gestation) 

3.  Total  No.  of  visits .  2,056 
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MIDWIFERY. 

Domiciliary  Confinements. 

No.  of  deliveries  attended  by  midwives  during  the  year — 


(a)  Doctor  not  booked 

(i)  Present  at  time  of  delivery .  9 

(ii)  Not  present  at  time  of  delivery .  208 

(b)  Doctor  booked 

(i)  Present  at  time  of  delivery .  47 

(ii)  Not  present  at  time  of  delivery .  204 


Total  468 

No.  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  were  administered —  ===== 

(a)  Doctor  present  at  time  of  delivery .  14 

(b)  Doctor  not  present  at  time  of  delivery .  252 

No.  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  administered — 

(a)  Doctor  present  at  time  of  delivery .  30 

(b)  Doctor  not  present  at  time  of  delivery .  307 

No.  of  cases  delivered  in  institutions  but  attended  by  Domicil¬ 
iary  Midwives  on  discharge  and  before  the  14th  day .  33 

No.  of  domiciliary  cases  in  which  the  infant  was  wholly  breast 
fed  at  the  14th  day .  351 


Conditions  for  which  Doctors  were  Summoned 
in  an  Emergency  by  Midwives. 


Pregnancy — 

Ante  partum  haemorrhage .  4 

Toxaemia .  6 

Phlebitis .  3 

Threatened  miscarriage .  2 


PUERPERIUM — 

Post-partum  haemorrhage 
Illness  of  mother . 


5 

2 
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Labour — 

Retained  placenta .  4 

Uterine  inertia .  3 

Delayed  2nd  stage .  6 

Premature  twin  labour .  1 

Premature  labour .  11 

High  forcep  delivery .  2 

Ruptured  perineum .  35 

Precipitate  labour .  3 

Face  Presentation .  1 


Infants — 

Cyanosis .  9 

Prematurity .  19 


66 


28 
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INSTITUTIONAL  CONFINEMENTS. 

The  following  are  details  of  West  Hartlepool  maternity  cases  treated 
in  the  General  Hospital,  Grantully  Maternity  Home  and  Hartlepools  Hospital. 

Grantully 


General 

Maternity 

H’lepools 

Hospital 

Home 

Hospital 

No.  of  maternity  beds  in  the  Institution . 

27 

21 

17 

No.  of  maternity  cases  admitted  during  the  year 

370 

389 

267 

Average  duration  of  stay  (days)  . 

12.3 

12 

12.9 

No.  of  cases  delivered  by  (a)  Midwives . 

261 

289 

176 

(b)  Doctors . 

109 

79 

91 

No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  sought  by 

midwives  in  emergency . 

68 

106 

163 

No.  of  cases  notified  as  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  .  .  . 

4 

5 

7 

No.  of  cases  of  Pemphigus  Neonatorum . 

No.  of  infants  not  entirely  breast-fed  whilst 

— 

— 

— 

in  the  institution . 

44 

65 

49 

No.  of  cases  notified  as  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
No.  of  maternal  deaths  and  causes  of  death.  . 

.  - 

. 

— 

No.  of  stillbirths  : 

Causes — Intra  uterine  deaths . 

4 

W.R.  Positive  . 

1 

Toxaemias  . 

2 

Prolapse  of  Cord . 

1 

— 

Breech . 

1 

7 

Anencephalic . 

1 

= 

Cord  right  round  neck . 

1 

Macerated . 

2 

Cause  unknown . 

1 

Accidental  Antepartum  haemorrhage 

1 

— 

Prolonged  labour . 

1 

7 

Macerated  Foetus . 

2 

= 

Premature . 

4 

No.  of  infant  deaths  deaths  within  10  days  : 

8 

Causes — Pulmonary  Atelectasis . 

4 

3 

Eclampsia . 

1 

Prematurity . 

10 

1 

3 

Premature  twin . 

1 

Difficult  forceps  delivery . 

Spina  Bifida . 

2 

1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage . 

4 

20 

3 

7 

20 


HEALTH  VISITING. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Visits  to  children  under  one  year  of  age — Primary  visits .  1,479 

Secondary  visits .  3,318 

Visits  to  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years .  8,265 

Visits  to  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  .  1 

Health  Work. 

Visits  to  cases  of  pneumonia .  21 

Visits  to  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia .  8 

Visits  to  cases  of  measles .  89 

Visits  to  cases  of  whooping  cough .  19 

Visits  to  mental  defectives .  87 

Special  enquiries — Housing .  98 

Infant  Deaths .  53 

Stillbirths .  18 

Aged  Persons .  2 

Others .  180 

Total  No.  of  families  or  households  visited .  2,803 

Attendances  at  Welfare  Centres .  608 

Ineffectual  visits .  3,496 
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HOME  NURSING. 


No.  of  visits  made 

No.  of  Home  Nurses 

No.  of  cases  attended 

to  cases  shown  in 

Col  2 

a) 

(2) 

(3) 

6 

609 

12,575 

Age  Group  Distribution. 


Cases 

Visits 

0—  5 . 

.  4 

50 

5  —  15 . 

.  .  .  .  .  14  1 

15  —  45 . 

.  116 

i  3,967 

45  —  65  . 

.....  171  . 

65  —  75  . 

< - 

r-H 

8,558 

75  and  up  . 

.  177 

r 

609 

12,575 

Cases  Analysed  According  to  Disease  or  Condition. 


Disease  or  Condition 

Cases 

Visits 

Disease  or  Condition 

Cases 

Visits 

Abscess . 

8 

176 

Brought  forward 

268 

6,655 

Amputations . 

3 

151 

Mastoid . 

2 

176 

Anaemia . 

3 

114 

Maternal  complications 

9 

140 

Arthritis . 

14 

565 

Obstruction . 

2 

29 

Bronchitis . 

16 

134 

Pneumonia . 

10 

82 

Burns . . . 

2 

16 

Pleurisy . 

4 

29 

Carcinoma . 

27 

574 

Pre  X-ray  Enema  .... 

59 

74 

Cholecystectomy . 

2 

26 

Prostatectomy . 

1 

63 

Circulatory  System  .... 

16 

156 

Senility . 

59 

1,196 

Constipation . 

90 

154 

Skin  Diseases . 

4 

134 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

42 

Stroke . 

52 

1,916 

Diabetes . 

12 

2,305 

Thread  Worms . 

2 

6 

Excisions . 

2 

112 

Tuberculosis . 

58 

452 

Fractures . 

3 

41 

Ulcers  (all  parts) . 

7 

497 

Gangrene . 

4 

318 

Other  Diseases  or 

Genito-Urinary  System. 

16 

375 

Condition — 

Gastrectomy . 

1 

11 

(i)  Injection . 

26 

574 

Haemorrhage . 

11 

290 

(ii)  General  Nursing.  . 

46 

552 

Heart  Disease . 

37 

1,095 

Carried  forward  268 

6,655 

Totals 

609 

12,575 
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VACCINATION. 

The  figures  for  vaccination  during  1955  show  a  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  when  compared  with  similar  figures  for  the  previous  years.  A 
satisfactory  feature  of  the  rise  in  the  total  number  of  vaccinations  was  the 
increased  number  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  who  were  vaccinated. 


Figures  for  the  last  five  years  are  shown  in  the  table  below. 


Vaccination 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  or  over 

Total 

1951 

106 

— 

2 

7 

4 

119 

1952 

156 

7 

4 

8 

31 

206 

1953 

209 

6 

14 

12 

14 

255 

1954 

182 

10 

3 

7 

33 

235 

1955 

333 

12 

17 

16 

27 

405 

Re- Vaccination 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  or  over 

Total 

1951 

7 

— 

3 

6 

37 

53 

1952 

11 

— 

2 

2 

46 

61 

1953 

— 

— 

5 

11 

75 

91 

1954 

— 

— 

1 

7 

61 

69 

1955 

— 

1 

3 

5 

55 

64 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  table  below  relates  to  primary  and  reinforcing  immunisations 
carried  out  during  the  last  five  years. 


PRIMARY 


REINFORCING 


AGE  AT  DATE  OF  FINAL  INJECTION 


YEAK 

Under 

1 

1  to  4 

5  to  14 

Total 

Under 

1 

1  to  4 

5  to  14 

Total 

1951 

217 

422 

134 

773 

13 

360 

373 

1952 

206 

211 

329 

746 

1 

19 

789 

809 

1953 

257 

297 

407 

961 

— 

32 

1,369 

1,401 

1954 

266 

256 

440 

962 

— 

40 

1,480 

1,520 

1955 

394 

235 

471 

1,100 

— 

69 

884 

953 
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AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  Ambulance  Service  comprises  5  Ambulances  and  a  Sitting-Case 
Car,  and  the  depot  is  manned  by  a  staff  of  19  male  and  female  drivers  and 
attendants. 

The  figures  which  follow  indicate  that  the  increased  use  of  the  Ambulance 
Service  which  has  been  apparent  in  recent  years  has  continued  during  1955. 
Whilst  the  number  of  cases  transported  outside  the  County  Borough  tend 
to  fluctuate  from  year  to  year,  cases  within  the  area  have  risen  steadily. 


Within  the  Outside  the 

Borough  Borough 


Cases 

Mileage 

Cases 

Mileage 

1951 

13,352 

35,825 

1,271 

27,018 

1952 

15,855 

41,614 

2,461 

33,772 

1953 

16,152 

40,033 

2,715 

31,058 

1954 

18,341 

46,432 

2,573 

32,583 

1955 

19,637 

53,811 

2,377 

35,758 

In  the  following  table  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year 
is  divided  into  monthly  totals,  showing  the  types  of  case  conveyed  and  the 
mileage  covered. 


CASES 

OUTSIDE  THE 

CASES  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  COUNTY  ALL  CASES 
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TUBERCULOSIS  REPORT. 

(By  Dr.  J.  B.  ROBINSON). 

The  number  of  new  notifications  this  year  is  86,  an  apparent  increase 
of  some  30%.  This  does  not  mean  that  there  has  been  in  fact  an  increase 
of  tuberculosis  in  West  Hartlepool ;  the  number  is  arrived  at  owing  to  a 
different  basis  of  notification.  Acutally  35  people  were  found  to  have 
recent  and  acute  tuberculous  infections.  A  further  14  were  notified,  but 
their  tuberculosis  is  only  presumptive  and  may  never  lead  to  active  disease. 
During  the  year  we  discovered  24  cases  of  tuberculosis,  in  which  we  felt  from 
all  the  evidence  available  that  the  disease  had  been  present  for  at  least  two 
years  and  probably  many  more  years. 

There  is  no  cause  for  dissatisfaction  in  these  figures,  but  certainly  no 
indication  for  complacency.  It  is  rather  startling  that  in  a  town  of  74,000 
inhabitants  we  can  discover  for  the  first  time  24  cases  of  chronic  tuberculosis. 
The  area  is  well  served  by  Mass  X-ray,  but  full  advantage  is  not  taken  of  it. 
Year  after  year  the  same  healthy  people  are  X-rayed.  We  have  to  encourage 
our  general  practitioners  more  and  more  to  send  patients  with  vague  ill- 
health  or  chronic  bronchitis  to  the  Mass  X-ray  or  to  the  Chest  Clinic.  Chest 
X-ray  is  now  as  much  a  part  of  routine  examination  as  testing  the  urine, 
no  operative  procedure,  no  treatment  as  a  hospital  in-patient  or  out-patient 
should  be  embarked  on  without  a  preliminary  chest  film.  Every  now  and 
again  the  area  radiologist,  because  he  looks  for  it  discovers  tuberculosis  in 
people  referred  for  stomach  X-ray  ;  extend  this  principle  to  all  patients  no 
matter  what  their  complaint  is,  and  we  would  achieve  a  major  advance. 

The  point  of  finding  chronic  infectious  cases  is  not  necessarily  to  isolate 
them  or  to  attempt  treatment  which  is  only  too  likely  to  fail.  The  basis 
of  infectivity  in  tuberculosis  is  indiscriminate  spitting.  If  we  can  persuade 
people  to  dispose  of  their  sputum  hygienically,  we  would  go  a  long  way  in 
our  control  of  the  disease.  In  order  to  do  this,  we  must  know  who  has 
chronic  tuberculosis  ;  we  must  have  an  adequate  staff  of  health  visitors 
to  approach,  educate  and  encourage  these  patients.  Further  than  this, 
it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  resurrect  the  pre-war  no-spitting  campaign. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REPORT  —  1955. 

1.  No.  of  T.B.  Cases  on  Register,  1st  January .  489 

2.  No.  of  new  notifications .  86 

3.  No.  of  transfers  from  other  Clinics .  14 

4.  No.  of  transfers  out .  17 

5.  No.  of  cases  written  off  during  the  year  as  dead  (all  causes) . .  19 

6.  No.  of  cases  written  off  during  the  year  as  recovered .  6 

7.  No.  of  cases  on  Register,  31st  December,  1955 .  547 

8.  Total  No.  of  visits  paid  by  visitors  to  tuberculosis  households  3,372 
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DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  each  week  by  Domestic  Helps  during 
1955  gradually  increased  from  205  in  January  to  247  in  December,  and  the 
number  of  hours  of  help  allocated  to  cases  varied  from  4  hours  per  fortnight 
to  44  hours  per  week  as  shown  below  : 


Half-day  per  fortnight .  10 

Half-day  per  week .  96 

Two  half-days  per  week .  83 

Three  half-days  per  week .  32 

Four  half-days  per  week .  5 

Five  half-days  per  week .  3 

Six  half-days  per  week .  16 

Eight  half-days  per  week .  1 

Full  week .  1 


The  high  percentage  of  cases  who  received  help  for  4  hours  each  week, 
consisted  almost  entirely  of  old  people  living  alone,  who  were  able  to  prepare 
their  own  food,  and  do  light  housework,  but  required  help  for  heavier  work, 
such  as  washing  floors  and  cleaning  windows. 

Four  hours’  help  was  given  each  alternate  morning  to  badly  disabled 
people,  living  alone,  who  could  rely  on  friends  or  relatives  to  light  fires  and 
heat  food  prepared  by  the  Home  Help  for  the  mornings  she  was  not  in 
attendance.  When  this  supplementary  assistance  was  not  available,  and 
the  case  was  entirely  dependent  on  the  Home  Help,  an  allocation  of  four 
hours’  help  each  day  was  given. 

During  the  year  only  49  maternity  cases  applied  for  the  services  of  a 
Home  Help.  Up  to  44  hours’  help  each  week  was  allocated  to  bedfast 
mothers  with  a  family  of  young  children,  but  these  cases  have  been  in  the 
minority  and,  as  in  previous  years,  most  applicants  have  been  old  people, 
for  whom  help  has  been  provided  free,  or  at  a  very  small  charge. 

The  equivalent  of  60  full-time  Home  Helps  were  employed  by  the 
Authority  during  the  year,  the  actual  number  varying  between  59  and  66, 
all  of  whom  worked  between  24  hours  and  44  hours  each  week,  and  attended; 
up  to  five  cases  each  per  week. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

The  service  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Council’s  Health 
Committee  which  meets  monthly.  The  Committee  consists  of  1 1  elected 
members  and  2  co-opted  members. 

The  staff  employed  in  the  Mental  Health  Service  is  as  follows 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  One  Assistant  Medical  Officer. 

Two  Administrative  Officers  who  are  also  Duly-Authorised  Officers. 

One  Male  Clerk. 

The  visiting  of  female  mental  defectives  under  supervision  is  carried 
out  by  the  Health  Visiting  staff. 

Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment. 

The  incidence  of  mental  ill-health  has  not  varied  greatly  from  that  of  the 
previous  year.  It  is  particularly  pleasing  to  note  that  it  has  been  possible 
to  provide  after-care  visiting  in  certain  cases,  although  the  continued  absence 
of  a  Psychiatric  Social  Worker  whom  Durham  County  Council  have  still 
been  unable  to  appoint  continues  to  present  a  difficulty  which  the  present 
limited  staff  are  unable  to  entirely  overcome. 

Accommodation  for  Mental  Defectives. 

Three  females  and  one  male  were  placed  in  suitable  Mental  Deficiency 
hospitals  during  the  year,  and  a  number  are  still  on  the  list  awaiting 
accommodation.  Although  the  number  of  vacancies  made  available  is 
only  a  trickle,  the  worst  cases  are  being  accepted.  Those  remaining  on  the 
waiting  list  are  kept  constantly  under  observation  and  review.  Extra 
efforts  are  made  to  obtain  early  vacancies  for  patients  where  the  need  becomes 
more  acute.  The  changed  circumstances  are  reported  fully  to  the  Medical 
Superintendents  of  Aycliffe  and  Prudhoe  Hospitals.  Every  effort  is  made 
by  these  hospitals  to  offer  suitable  vacancies  wherever  possible,  but  the 
shortage  of  beds  still  remains  the  largest  obstacle. 

Occupation  Centre  for  Mental  Defectives. 

The  Centre  is  now  up  to  full  capacity  with  40  pupils  attending  regularly. 
The  need  to  appoint  an  additional  Assistant  Supervisor  was  quickly  realised, 
and  approved  by  the  Council,  bringing  the  staff  up  to  four. 

The  children  attending  the  Centre  continue  to  benefit  greatly  and  their 
progress  in  many  cases  is  most  remarkable.  These  very  satisfying  results 
are  a  great  tribute  to  the  very  efficient  and  conscientious  staff  whose  whole 
hearts  are  in  their  work.  In  most  cases  attendances  are  regular  and  the 
children  seem  to  enjoy  going  to  the  Centre, 
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WELFARE  SERVICE  UNDER  THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE 

ACT. 

The  number  of  persons  resident  in  accommodation  provided  under 
Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : 


Men 

Women 

Children 

Howbeck  Hostel . 

25 

3 

1 

Hazelhurst  Hostel  . 

.  .  .  — 

15 

— 

Briarfields  Hostel  . 

37 

— 

— 

Dinsdale  Lodge  Hostel  . 

14 

18 

— 

A  great  step  forward  was  made  by  the  Council  when  they  decided  to 
purchase  Fairlawn  in  Grange  Road,  for  use  as  a  hostel  to  accommodate  15 
aged  females.  The  purchase  has  now  been  completed  and  adaptations  are 
being  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Architect.  It  is  hoped  that  the  new 
hostel  will  be  opened  in  the  early  part  next  year. 

The  situation  with  regard  to  male  residential  accommodation  remains 
acute.  All  hostels  are  full  to  capacity  and  there  is  a  continual  demand  for 
accommodation  which  means  there  is  a  lengthy  waiting  list.  This  means 
that  new  applicants,  if  considered  suitable  for  hostel  accommodation,  are 
having  to  wait  a  very  long  time  before  vacancies  become  available.  The 
situation  is  further  aggravated  in  that  residents  requiring  hospital  beds 
are  frequently  replaced  by  patients  from  hospital  which  means  that  vacancies 
very  rarely  occur  for  applicants  waiting  in  their  homes,  in  many  cases, 
living  alone  in  very  trying  conditions.  The  case  for  more  residential 
accommodation  for  males  remains  an  ever-increasing  problem. 

Handicapped  Persons. 

(a)  Blind  Persons. 

The  position  with  regard  to  blind  persons  in  the  area  on  the  31st 
December,  1955  was  as  follows  : — 

(i)  Blind —  Males  Females  Total 

Total  Registration .  78  66  144 

New  Registrations  during  1955  3  4  7 

(Form  B.D.8  completed) 

(ii)  Partially  Sighted — 

Total  Registrations  .  5  7  12 

New  Registrations  during  1955  —  2  2 

(Form  B.D.8  completed) 
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Further  details  in  respect  of  1955  registrations  and  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  notifications  during  the  year  are  contained  in  tables  A  and  B 
set  out  below  : — 


A.  Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially 

Sighted  Persons. 


(i)  No.  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in 
respect  of  which  Section 

F  of  Forms  B.D.  8 
recommends  : — 

(a)  No  treatment 

(b)  Treatment  (medical 
surgical  or  optical) 

CAUSE  OF  DISABILITY 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

3 

— 

— 

4 

2 

(ii)  No.  of  cases  at  (i)(b) 
above  which  on  follow¬ 
up  action  have  received 
treatment . 

2  (optical) 

B.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


(i)  Total  No.  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  .... 

1 

(ii)  No  of  cases  in  which — 

(a)  Vision  lost . 

(b)  Vision  impaired . 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  of  year. . . . 

— 

(b)  Epileptics. 

There  has  been  little  of  note  affecting  the  situation.  There  are  4 
epileptic  people  in  Part  III  Accommodation  under  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  3  males  at  Briarhelds  and  1  female  at  Dinsdale  Lodge. 
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(c)  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 — Section  47. 

National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

There  were  no  cases  arising  under  the  above  provisions  during  the 
year. 


(d)  Homeless  Families. 

The  problem  of  homeless  families  is  a  very  real  and  constant  one.  In 
some  cases  whole  families  are  evicted  from  their  homes  and  having  nowhere 
else  to  go  become  the  responsibility  of  the  Council  for  temporary  accommo¬ 
dation  until  such  time  as  alternative  arrangements  can  be  made  for  them. 

Lodgings  are  very  difficult  to  obtain  and  with  the  demand  far  exceeding 
the  supply,  owners  can  demand  a  high  rent  for  furnished  or  unfurnished 
rooms,  which  is  often  beyond  the  means  of  those  rendered  homeless,  either 
through  eviction  or  domestic  upheavals. 

Howbeck  Hostel  continues  to  be  available  for  the  temporary  accom¬ 
modation  of  these  unfortunate  people,  but  the  accommodation  there  is 
limited  and  is  not  entirely  suitable,  particularly  when  families  include  small 
children. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

(By  Mr.  A.  H.  Basford,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector). 

In  the  history  of  housing  legislation  certain  years  stand  out  because  of 
the  importance  of  their  contribution.  Numbered  among  them  in  future 
will  be  1954,  the  year  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Bill  became  law.  Its 
very  first  section  required  all  local  authorities  to  assess  the  total  extent  of 
their  slum-clearance  problems  and  to  determine  how  quickly  they  could 
be  overcome.  To  those  of  us  who  were  intimately  concerned  with  the  task, 
however,  1955  will  be  even  more  readily  remembered  as  the  year  in  which 
the  survey  was  completed  and  the  results  analysed.  The  work  took  several 
months  but  was  most  rewarding,  it  enabled  the  housing  problem  to  be  a 
assessed  accurately  and  objectively,  and  several  interesting  features  emerged. 
Of  the  total  of  2,452  unfit  houses  found  to  be  suitable  only  for  demolition  or 
closure,  1,409  were  in  the  central  area  programme  approved  by  the  Council 
in  1953,  and  1,043  were  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  Their  demolition  will 
take  1 1  years  if  about  250  houses  can  be  dealt  with  annually.  Many  houses 
outside  the  central  area  are  quite  as  bad  as  those  within  it  and  their  early 
clearance  must  be  effected  if  a  balanced  programme  is  to  be  maintained. 

The  dividing  line  between  fit  and  unfit  houses  is  very  narrow  and  one 
of  the  secondary  results  of  the  survey  was  that  another  9,200  houses,  although 
not  fit,  were  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense.  Of  these,  202  were 
expected  so  to  deteriorate  as  to  warrant  demolition  within  the  following 
ten  years.  Many  of  the  remainder  will  require  more  attention  than  they 
are  now  receiving,  both  from  owners  and  tenants,  by  way  of  maintenance 
and  repair  if  their  useful  lives  are  to  be  prolonged.  With  so  many  sub¬ 
standard  houses  in  the  town  an  obvious  step  towards  raising  their  standard 
is  the  provision  of  modern  amenities  such  as  bathrooms,  internal  W.C.s 
and  hot  water  systems.  Despite  the  Council’s  sympathetic  consideration 
of  improvement  grants  for  reconditioning  of  this  kind,  only  20  applications 
were  made  during  the  year.  It  would  be  unfair,  however,  to  suggest  that 
“Operation  Rescue”  is  a  failure  merely  because  house  owners  have  so  far 
been  reluctant  to  take  advantage  of  the  terms  offered  to  them.  The  only 
other  step  at  present  open  to  the  Council  to  save  these  houses  is  to  embark 
upon  systematic  inspections  of  them  and  to  require  the  owners  to  repair 
them  up  to  the  standards  of  the  Housing  Acts.  By  this  means  the  more 
serious  defects  could  be  eliminated  before  they  have  completely  undermined 
the  structures.  Houses  dealt  with  now  might  virtually  be  saved  from 
inclusion  in  slum-clearance  programmes  20,  30  or  even  40,  years  ahead. 

Food  hygiene  received  a  little  more  attention  than  in  1954  and  the 
improvement  in  the  results  of  ice  cream  sampling  from  local  manufacturers 
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is  noteworthy.  A  high  level  of  activity  was  maintained  at  the  public 
abattoir  but  the  number  of  animals  killed  was  9,000  less  than  the  previous 
year's  record  total. 

Improved  treatment  of  rat  infestations  contributed  to  a  slight  reduction 
in  the  number  of  premises  found  to  be  affected  despite  the  fact  that  twice 
as  many  inspections  were  made  as  in  1954.  The  department’s  services  are 
available  free  to  householders  and,  if  the  public  will  continue  to  co-operate 
by  notifying  every  rat  seen,  there  is  every  hope  that  the  downward  trend 
will  be  permanent. 

Activity  in  other  branches  of  the  department’s  work  was  again  hampered 
by  the  staff  shortages  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report.  Although  sickness 
fell  to  normal  proportions,  vacancies  in  the  establishment  of  district  sanitary 
inspectors  rose  to  35%  of  the  total  working  time,  a  crippling  disability.  In 
October  the  Health  Committee,  who  had  been  seriously  concerned,  raised 
the  salaries  of  district  sanitary  inspectors  within  the  framework  of  the 
national  charter  and  again  made  a  determined  effort  to  recruit  additional 
staff. 

Particulars  of  the  work  done  by  sanitary  inspectors  are  given  in  the 
following  pages. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

1,677  complaints  of  all  kinds  were  received  during  the  year,  including 
353  concerning  rats  and  mice. 

The  following  visits  were  made  : — 

Dwelling  houses  (Public  Health  Act) .  4,581 

,,  (Housing  Act) .  1,139 

Sub-let  houses .  35 

Overcrowded  houses .  122 

Common  lodging  houses .  1 

Licensed  tents  and  caravans  .  59 

Unlicensed  tents  and  caravans .  116 

Verminous  premises .  805 

Factories .  97 

Boilerhouses .  10 

Deposit  Gauges .  56 

Offensive  trades .  16 

Swimming  baths .  12 

Schools .  3 

Places  of  public  entertainment .  16 

Public  conveniences .  31 

Pet  shops .  15 

Shops .  448 


34 


SANITARY  DEFECTS  DISCOVERED  AND  DEALT  WITH  BY  THE 
SERVICE  OF  INFORMAL  OR  STATUTORY  NOTICES. 

HOUSES. 

Repairs  To  : — 

Roofs .  300 

Spouts  and  fallpipes .  307 

External  walls  and  chimneys .  112 

Internal  wall  and  ceiling  plaster .  93 

Damp  walls .  45 

Doors .  134 

Windows .  139 

Floors .  107 

Subfloor  ventilation .  5 

Staircases .  10 

Fireplaces  and  flues .  14 

Kitchen  ranges .  37 

Setpots .  12 

Sinks .  38 

Rainwater  pumps  and  wells .  38 

Water  pipes  and  taps .  36 

Fixed  ash  closets .  5 

Wash-hand  basin .  1 

Water  closets — 

Basins .  67 

Cisterns .  64 

Seats .  18 

Water  supply  pipes .  46 

Stopped  drains  and  water  closets .  129 

Other  defective  drains .  6 

Cesspool .  1 

Yard  paving .  17 

Provision  of  : — 

Food  stores .  5 

Cooking  facilities .  4 

Internal  water  supply .  2 

Internal  sink .  6 

Washing  facilities .  1 

Subfloor  ventilation .  2 

Water  closets .  2 

Circular  dustbins .  83 

Cleansing  of  : — 

Rooms .  13 

Yard  areas .  3 

Yard  Area  enlarged .  1 

Fixed  ash  pits  abolished .  12 

Offensive  accumulations  removed .  6 

1,821 
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HOUSING. 

The  number  of  inhabitated  houses  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  1955 
was  22,115,  with  a  population  of  72,840.  This  gives  a  figure  of  3 .29  persons 
per  house. 

During  1955,  92  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  and  259  houses 
and  60  flats  were  built  by  the  Corporation. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) .  892 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  5,720 

(2)  (a)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  .  282 

(b)  No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  714 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation .  282 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation .  610 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices  : — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  inconsequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers .  613 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs .  7 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners .  13 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners .  2 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied .  34 

(2 )  No .  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners .  48 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners .  Nil 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 


(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made .  9 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders .  9 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made .  2 

(2)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 


respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 


tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit .  Nil 

E.  Proceedings  under  Section  10  of  the  Local  Government 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953 — 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made . 3 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined .  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV,  Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (i)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  437 

(ii)  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein .  439 

(iii)  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein .  2,874 

(b)  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  39 

(c)  (i)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  49 

(ii)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases .  371 

(d)  Cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again  become  over¬ 

crowded  after  the  Local  Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding .  Nil 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 


Despite  the  staff  shortages  mentioned  earlier,  slum  clearance  work  was 
pressed  forward,  particularly  in  the  first  half  of  the  year.  During  1955 
six  clearances  area  comprising  237  houses  were  declared  :  compulsory  pur¬ 
chase  orders  were  made  in  all  instances  except  for  two  areas  of  36  houses 
where  clearance  orders  were  made.  At  the  same  time  45  individual  dwellings 
were  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  thus  a  total  of  282  dwellings 
was  represented  in  the  year.  Rehousing  of  families  and  the  demolition  of 
unfit  houses  did  not  proceed  at  the  same  pace.  The  occupants  of  137 
houses  were  displaced,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  51  vacant 
houses  awaiting  demolition.  Details  of  the  properties  affected  are  given 
on  the  following  page  : — 
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Central  Area  Programme. 

(i)  Clearance  Areas  Represented — 


No.  of  Clearance 

No.  of 

Date 

Sector 

areas 

dwellings 

7/4/55 

4A 

1 

155 

28/7/55 

6A  (Part) 

1 

4 

Public  Inquiries  Held — 

No.  of  Clearance 

No.  of 

Date 

Sector 

areas 

dwellings 

8/3/55 

3B 

4 

91 

19/7/55 

5 A  (Part) 

1 

50 

19/7/55 

4B  (Part) 

1 

36 

Compulsory 

Purchase  Orders 

Confirmed  By 

Minister — 

No.  of  Clearance 

No.  of 

Date 

Sector 

areas 

dwellings 

21/2/55 

3A 

5 

96 

16/5/55 

3B 

4 

90 

19/9/55 

5 A  (Part) 

1 

49 

19/9/55 

4B  (Part) 

1 

36 

N.B. — Grants  under  Section  42  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  were  made  to  9 
owner/occupiers  and  1  occupier. 


Other  Areas. 

(i)  Clearance  Areas  Represented — 


Date 

No.  of  clearance 
areas 

Locality 

No.  of 
dwellings 

5/5/55 

1 

Alice  St.  21  1 

Sarah  St.  8 

29 

5/5/55 

1 

Sarah  St. 

7 

6/10/55 

1 

Darlington  Terr. 

8 

6/10/55 

1 

Darlington  Terr. 

34 

(ii) 

No  Public 

Inquiries  Were 

HELD  DURING  THE 

Year. 

(iii) 

Orders  Confirmed  by  Minister — 

Date 

No.  of  clearance 
areas 

Locality 

No.  of 
dwellings 

10/8/55 

1 

Alice  St.  12  | 

Sarah  St.  3 

15 

N.B. — This  Clearance  Order  was  unopposed. 
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COMPREHENSIVE  SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME. 

Under  Section  1  of  the  Housing  Repairs  &  Rents  Act,  1954  the  Council 
were  required  to  submit  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  &  Local  Government 
proposals  for  dealing  with  all  the  unfit  houses  in  the  county  borough  by  way 
of  demolition  or  closure.  To  this  end  a  survey  was  conducted  of  all  the 
houses  in  the  town.  It  was  not  possible,  of  course,  to  inspect  more  than  a 
fraction  of  the  houses  involved  but  care  was  taken  to  make  the  list  of  unfit 
properties  as  complete  and  accurate  as  possible.  The  survey  was  based 
not  only  on  actual  inspections  but  on  local  knowledge  and  past  experience 
of  the  types  of  properties  whose  useful  life  had  ended. 

The  survey  showed  that  2,333  unfit  houses  could  be  dealt  with  in  clear¬ 
ance  areas  and  a  further  119  houses  individually,  making  a  total  of  2,452 
unfit  houses  in  the  county  borough. 

In  preparing  the  list  regard  was  paid  solely  to  the  physical  condition 
and  arrangement  of  the  houses.  No  other  considerations  were  taken  into 
account  and  so  the  exclusion  of  a  property  from  the  list  did  not  necessarily 
indicate  that  the  Council  had  no  intention  of  demolishing  it  under  some 
statutory  power  other  than  the  Housing  Acts.  Nor  did  the  absence  of  a 
property  from  the  list  indicate  that  it  was  expected  to  remain  fit  for  a 
considerable  further  period. 

The  Housing  Committee  gave  very  full  consideration  to  the  circumstances 
disclosed  by  the  survey  and  the  proposals  submitted  to  the  Minister  were 
in  the  following  form.  They  were  approved  by  him  without  amendment. 

Total  No.  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  local  authority's 

area .  22,139 

PART  1.  The  Total  Problem. 

(i)  Estimated  No.  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
within  the  meaning  of  section  9  of  the  Housing  Repairs 
&  Rents  Act,  1954  and  suitable  for  action  under  section 


1 1  or  section  25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 .  2,452 

(ii)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  necessary  for 

securing  the  demolition  of  all  the  houses  in  (i) .  11  years 

PART  2.  Orders  Already  Made,  Etc. 


(iii)  No.  of  houses  in  (i)  in  clearance  areas  and  already 
covered  by  operative  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase 

orders  or  owned  by  the  local  authority .  279 

(iv)  No.  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance  areas  and 

for  which  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders  have 
been  submitted  to  the  Minister  but  have  not  yet 
become  operative .  101 
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PART  3.  Action  in  the  First  Five  Years. 

(v)  No.  of  houses  which  are  already  in  clearance  areas  and 

for  which  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase  orders 
are  to  be  made  or  which  are  to  be  purchased  by  agree¬ 
ment  within  the  five  years .  184 

(vi)  No.  of  houses  which  are  to  be  included  in  clearance 

areas  still  to  be  declared  and  which  within  the  five 
years  will  be  owned  by  the  local  authority  or  will  have 
been  included  in  a  clearance  order  or  a  compulsory 
purchase  order  submitted  to  the  Minister .  1,250 

(vii)  No.  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi)  to  be  patched 
(if  necessary)  and  retained  within  the  five  years  under 
section  2  of  the  Housing  Repairs  &  Rents  Act,  1954, 

for  temporary  accommodation .  — 

(viii)  No.  of  houses  under  (iii),  (iv),  (v)  and  (vi)  to  be 

demolished  in  the  five  years . 1,250 

(ix)  No.  of  houses  (including  those  already  comprised  in 
operative  demolition  orders)  to  be  demolished  in  the 
five  years  as  a  result  of  action  under  section  11  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  .  54 


CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR. 

Five  applications  were  received  for  certificates  of  disrepair ;  four 
were  granted  and  one  refused.  Two  applications  were  received  for 
revocation  of  certificates  and  both  were  granted. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

19  applications  for  improvement  grants  were  approved  and  one  was 
refused.  In  all  cases  the  main  work  involved  the  provision  of  a  bathroom. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE. 

Types  of  Food  Premises  in  the  County  Borough. 


Bakehouses . 

....  34 

Greengrocers'  shops  .  . 

.  63 

Bakers'  shops . 

....  49 

Grocers’  shops . 

.  82 

Butchers'  shops . 

78 

Licensed  premises  .  .  .  . 

.  103 

Cafes . 

....  26 

Snack  Bars . 

.  25 

Chemists’  shops  . 

26 

Sweet  shops . 

.  83 

Dairies  and  milk  shops .  .  . 

13 

Wholesale  grocers  .  .  .  . 

.  13 

Wet  and  dry  fish  shops  .  . 

22 

Food  factories . 

.  19 

Fried  fish  shops . 

51 

School  canteens  and 

dining 

centres . 

.  24 

General  shops . 

.  .  .  .  172 

Factory  canteens . 

.  5 

N.B. — Where  two  or 

more  types  of  trade  are  carried  on 

in  the  same 

building,  only  those  which  form  a  substantial  part  of  the  whole  business 
have  been  included  in  the  above  table. 

Food  Premises  Registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 

Act,  1938. 

Type  of  premises  Number  registered 

Ice  cream  (manufacture,  storage  and  sale) .  230 

Sausages  and  preserved  meats  (manufacture) .  94 

Preserved  fish  (manufacture) .  60 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. 


Type  of  premises  Number 

Dairies .  13 

Dairies  pasteurising  milk .  1 


Milkshops  selling  pasteurised  milk .  57 

Milkshops  selling  sterilised  milk .  159 

Milkshops  selling  tuberculin-tested  milk .  15 

The  routine  inspection  of  food  premises  was  pressed  on  throughout 
the  year  and  a  total  of  1,775  visits  made.  An  analysis  of  these  visits  is 


given  below. 

Type  of  premises  No.  of  visits 

Dairies .  36 

Milk  Shops .  73 

Bakehouses .  15 

Fried  fish  shops .  32 

Ice  cream  premises .  275 

Other  registered  premises  ...  22 

Cafes .  42 

School  meals  kitchen  .  1 

Licensed  premises .  11 

Other  food  shops .  507 

Public  abattoir .  761 
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Type  of  improvement  to  food  premises  No.  of  instances 

Food  rooms  cleansed  or  re-decorated .  15 

Food  rooms  repaired .  5 

Hot  water  supply  provided .  21 

Sink  provided .  7 

Soap  and  towels  provided .  6 

Prevention  of  contamination  of  food .  3 

Equipment  and  utensils  to  be  cleansed .  1 

Drainage  improvements .  1 

Dustbin  provided .  1 

Refuse  removed .  3 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS, 

A  firm  of  sausage  manufacturers  was  prosecuted  under  Section  3  of 
the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938  for  selling  a  sausage  containing  a  piece  of  meat 
wrapping  cloth.  The  magistrates  imposed  a  fine  of  £ 5  with  two  guineas 
costs. 

Warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  persons  responsible  for  selling  a  currant 
loaf  containing  a  1 J"  nail,  2  stale  meat  pies,  unsound  corned  beef  and  rancid 
butter. 

Following  a  report  from  the  Public  Analyst  that  a  sample  of  bread  and 
butter  obtained  from  a  local  restaurant  was  in  fact  bread  spread  with 
margarine,  the  Health  Committee  considered  that  this  contravention  of  the 
Food  &  Drugs  Act  was  widespread  in  the  town.  In  addition  to  warning 
the  offender  in  this  instance  they  also  directed  that  all  restaurant  and  cafe 
proprietors  be  circularised  and  told  that  future  offences  of  this  nature  would 
be  dealt  with  more  seriously. 

Warning  letters  were  sent  to  seven  other  food  businesses  concerning 
samples  of  food  which  were  below  the  statutory  standards  or  which  were 
incorrectly  described.  Seven  farmers  were  reported  to  the  County  Milk 
Production  Officer  for  selling  genuine  but  substandard  milk.  Particulars 
of  these  samples  are  given  in  Appendix  19. 

DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD. 

The  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  condemned  food  were  described 
fully  in  the  report  for  1953.  Apart  from  a  modification  introduced  in  the 
following  year,  the  procedure  for  disposal  remained  unchanged  throughout 
1955. 
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THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (SPECIFIED  AREAS) 

(No.  2)  ORDER,  1955. 

From  the  6th  December,  1955,  it  became  compulsory  for  all  milk  sold 
in  the  County  Borough  to  be  tuberculin  tested,  pasteurised  or  sterilised. 
This  requirement  accorded  with  the  practice  which  had  obtained  in  the 
town  for  several  years. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

1.  RAW  MILK 


No.  of  samples  taken  for 
examination 

.Source 

of 

Supply 

For 

presence 

of 

Tubercle 

bacilli 

For 

Methylene 

Blue 

Reduction 

Test 

For 

presence 

of 

Brucellus 

abortus 

Result 

Action  taken 

2 

— 

— 

Local  Supply 

2  Negative 

— 

28 

Supply  from 
outside  borough 

27  Negative 

1  Positive 

Responsible  Authority 
notified. 

1 

6 

— 

Supply  from 
outside  borough 

2  Satis’y- 
4  Unsat’y- 

Responsible  Authority 
notified. 

— 

— 

2 

Local  Supply 

2  Negative 

— 

22 

Supply  from 
outside  borough 

20  Negative 

2  Positive 

Responsible  Authority 
notified. 

2.  PASTEURISED  MILK 


No.  of  sam 
exan 

pies  taken  for 
lination 

Source 

of 

Supply 

For 

Methylene 

Blue 

Reduction 

Test 

For 

Phosphatese 

Test 

Result 

Action  taken 

10 

10 

Local  Supply 

10  Satisfactory 

— 

39 

Supply  from 
outside  borough 

34  Satisfactory 

5  Tests  void 

— 

39 

Supply  from 
outside  borough 

39  Satisfactory 

— 

3.  STERILISED  MILK 


No.  of  samples 

Source 

submitted  for 

of 

Result 

Action  taken 

Turbidity  Test 

Supply 

14 

Supply  from 
outside  borough 

14  Satisfactory 

— 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ICE-CREAM,  1955. 


TOTAL  SAMPLES 

GRADE  1 

GRADE  2 

GRADE  3 

GRADE  4 

163 

95 

22 

9 

37 

100% 

58.3% 

13.5% 

5.5% 

22.7% 

The  bulk  of  the  ice  cream  sampled  was  made  in  the  town.  Of  the 
eleven  local  manufacturers  who  were  in  business  throughout  the  summer, 
seven  were  heat-treating  their  mixes  by  the  second  method  laid  down  in  the 
Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  &c.)  Amendment  Regulations,  1952,  and  four 
were  using  a  complete  cold  mix. 

The  sampling  results  obtained  in  1955  were  the  best  since  1949  ;  the 
number  of  satisfactory  samples  exceeded  70%  of  the  total. 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  mainly  obtained  from  four  manu¬ 
facturers  who  were  advised  upon  the  best  means  to  improve  the  quality  of 
their  production. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  is  provided  by  the  Hartlepools  Water  Company  ;  it 
is  of  good  quality  and  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  town.  The  water  is 
obtained  from  boreholes  and  distributed  in  three  main  groups.  The 
Naisberry  supply  serves  Owton  Manor,  Rift  House  and  the  west  of  the  town  ; 
the  Cleveland  Road  supply  serves  the  central  and  northern  parts  of  the 
borough,  together  with  Seaton  Carew  and  an  area  to  the  east  of  Stockton 
Road,  and  the  Howbeck  supply  serves  the  trading  estate  and  augments  the 
Cleveland  Road  supply. 

Extensive  mainlaying  was  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
supply  from  the  Dalton  Piercy  boreholes  but  this  source  had  not  been 
brought  into  use  for  domestic  purposes  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  total  daily  supply  of  water  is  of  the  order  of  3,400,000  gallons. 
Typical  chemical  analyses  of  the  town’s  water  supply  are  given  below  : — 

Naisberry  Reservoir  Cleveland  Resevoir 


Parts  per  100,000  Parts  per  100,000 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides . 

3.3000 

35 . 6000 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates . 

0.0823 

0.0905 

Ammonia . 

0.0051 

0.0012 

Albuminoid  ammonia . 

0.0076 

0.0017 

Oxygen  Absorption . 

0.0382 

0.0120 

Injurious  Metals . 

None 

None 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  100°  C. 

41.0000 

126.0000 

pH  value  of  Sample . 

7.6 

7.6 

Fluorine  in  parts  per  million . 

2.0  p.p.m. 

1 .4  p.p.m. 

Temporary  Hardness . 

17.7  degrees 

28.90  degrees 

Permanent  Hardness . 

14.5  „ 

23.70  „ 

Colour  of  Sample  on  ITazen  Scale  . 

2 

3 

Appearance  of  Sample  in  2-ft.  tube 

.  .  Not  quite  clear 

Not  quite  clear 

Odour  when  heated  to  50°  C . 

None 

None 

Free  Chlorine . 

None 

None 

The  purity  of  the  supply  was  maintained  at  a  very  high  level  throughout 
the  year  and  bacteriological  examination  was  normally  reported  upon  as 
follows  : — 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @  37°  C.  after 

72  hours .  0  per  ml. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  @  20-22°  C.  after 

72  hours .  0  per  ml. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  @  37°C.  after  72  hours . Negative  in  100  ml. 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  @  45°  C.  in  40  ml .  Negative 
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Following  the  long  spell  of  dry  weather  in  the  summer  two  complaints 
were  received  from  factories  of  a  smell  from  their  water  supply.  In  each 
case  it  was  found  that  the  water  was  being  drawn  from  a  main  intended  for 
industrial  use  only.  The  complainants  were  advised  to  ensure  that  this  water 
could  not  be  used  for  drinking.  It  is  necessary  to  emphasise  that  this  indus¬ 
trial  supply  is  not  intended  for  human  consumption  nor  must  it  be  used  for 
the  washing  of  canteen  equipment. 

Several  private  water  supplies  exist  in  the  town.  In  two  cases  large 
quantities  of  water  are  used  for  domestic  and  industrial  purposes. 
Following  reports  of  one  of  these  supplies  being  unsatisfactory,  advice  was 
given  and  routine  sampling  was  undertaken.  Results  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year  were  inconclusive  but  sampling  will  be  continued  in  1956. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

125  visits  were  made  by  sanitary  inspectors  to  homes  where  notifiable 
diseases  occurred  or  where  contacts  of  patients  were  under  surveillance. 
The  majority  of  these  visits  were  concerned  with  two  outbreaks  of  sonne 
dysentery  amongst  children  under  school  age.  Both  outbreaks  were 
cleared  up  quite  quickly  although  it  was  found  necessary  to  keep  one  food 
handler  off  work  for  more  than  a  month  because  of  her  contact  with  a  patient. 

There  were  no  confirmed  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  during  the  year. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

As  a  result  of  routine  sampling,  the  milk  from  one  farm  outside  the 
County  Borough  was  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli.  The  circumstances 
were  reported  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food. 

At  the  public  abattoir  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  food  animals 
continued  to  decrease,  particularly  in  the  case  of  cattle  ;  details  are  given 
in  Appendix  20.  The  proportion  of  animals  affected  was  the  lowest  since 
1946  but  is  still  well  above  the  pre-war  average.  A  noticeable  trend  was 
that  fewer  animals  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  generalised  tuberculosis 
and  that  most  cattle  were  merely  infected  in  the  head  or  lungs. 

KNACKER’S  YARD. 

There  is  only  one  licensed  knacker’s  yard  in  the  County  Borough,  and 
it  is  maintained  in  very  good  order.  In  accordance  with  the  Slaughter  of 
Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  (No.  2)  Regulations,  1954,  the  occupier 
submitted  the  following  return  for  1955  : — 

Total  No.  of  horses  slaughtered  in  the  licensed  knacker’s 


yard .  2 

Total  No.  of  carcases  of  horses  received  in  the  knacker’s 

yard . •  •  •  38 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS  OR 

REGULATIONS. 


Number 


Rag  and  Bone  Dealers .  3 

Gut  Scrapers .  2 

Tripe  Boilers .  2 

Bone  Boiler .  1 

Fat  Renderer .  1 

Common  Lodging  Houses .  2 

Slaughter  House .  1 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


SITUATION 

Registered  No. 
of  Lodgers 

No.  of  Rooms 

18  Rokeby  Street . 

13 

6 

26  George  Street . 

11 

4 

Totals . 

24 

10 

The  common  lodging  house  at  26  George  Street  was  represented  in  1954 
for  demolition  on  the  grounds  that  it  was  unfit  for  human  habitation.  It 
closed  on  the  7th  January,  1955  and  was  demolished  in  September,  1955. 
The  Keeper  was  rehoused  by  the  Corporation. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 

448  visits  were  made  to  shops  and  the  following  improvements  were 


effected  : — 

Sanitary  accommodation  repaired .  9 

Sanitary  accommodation  redecorated .  1 

Sanitary  accommodation  cleansed .  6 

Sanitary  accommodation  improved .  1 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  provided .  1 


No  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  heating  or  ventilation  of 
shops. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

There  were  four  premises  registered  for  upholstering  under  Section  2 
of  the  Act  and  no  additional  registrations  were  made  during  the  year.  Six 
visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  three  samples  of  upholstery  fillings 
were  taken,  which  proved  satisfactory. 
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PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951. 

Five  premises  were  relicensed  and  one  licensed  during  the  year.  Fifteen 
visits  were  made  to  these  shops. 

In  March,  a  serious  contravention  of  the  Act  was  detected.  A  puppy, 
which  had  been  sold  by  a  local  pet  shop,  was  found  to  have  been  only  six 
weeks  old  at  the  time  of  sale.  A  veterinary  surgeon  reported  that  it  was 
unable  or  unwilling  to  lap,  showed  marked  anaemia  and  was  too  young  to 
look  after  itself.  As  the  commonly-accepted  age  before  which  a  puppy 
should  not  be  separated  from  its  mother  is  eight  weeks,  the  facts  were 
reported  to  the  Health  Committee  who  directed  that  a  warning  letter  be 
sent  to  the  proprietor  of  the  pet  shop  concerned. 


PROTECTION  OF  BIRDS  ACT,  1954. 

The  Council  appointed  the  Chief  and  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspectors 
as  authorised  officers  under  this  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
December,  1954.  Arrangements  were  made  with  the  local  officials  of  the 
National  Homing  Union  concerning  the  trapping  and  disposal  of  pigeons 
under  the  Act. 

Twelve  pigeons  were  taken  from  domestic  premises  at  Seaton  Carew 
and  destroyed. 


AIR  POLLUTION. 

The  measurement  of  air  pollution  was  continued  at  four  stations  in  the 
County  Borough.  In  accordance  with  a  recommendation  of  the  Teesside 
Advisory  Smoke  Abatement  Committee,  the  deposit  gauges  were  classified 
as  follows  : — 


Gray  Art  Gallery  Semi-industrial 

Golden  Flatts  School  Semi-industrial 

Dyke  House  School  Semi-industrial 

Grantully  Maternity  Home  Residential 

There  were  no  deposit  gauges  in  industrial  areas  according  to  the  Advisory 
Committee’s  definition. 

Since  the  deposit  gauges  were  spt  up  only  the  short  analysis  of  their 
contents  had  been  carried  out.  This  was  concerned  with  an  estimation  of 
the  proportions  of  dissolved  and  undissolved  solids  in  the  total  recorded 
each  month.  As  from  the  1st  January,  1955,  however,  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  authorised  a  more  detailed  examination,  known  as  the  long  analysis, 
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to  be  carried  out  quarterly.  This  consists  of  an  estimation  of  the  pH  value 
of  the  rainfall ;  the  content  of  calcium,  chloride  and  sulphate  irons  in  dissolved 
solids  and  of  ash,  tarry  matter  and  other  combustible  matter  in  undissolved 
solids.  An  estimation  of  the  ferric  oxide  content  is  also  made.  It  is  hoped 
that  when  the  long  analysis  has  been  carried  out  over  a  period  more  reliable 
conclusions  will  be  drawn  from  the  readings  of  deposit  gauges. 

Several  minor  improvements  were  made  to  boiler  plants  during  the 
year  and  one  factory  embarked  on  a  major  improvement  scheme  including 
the  provision  of  an  economiser,  induced  draught  system  and  a  new  chimney. 

The  nuisance  arising  from  engines  standing  in  and  around  the  motive 
power  depot  of  British  Railways  at  Mainsforth  Terrace  was  given  much 
attention.  A  special  meeting  of  the  Health  Committee  was  held  on  the 
21st  June,  1955,  which  the  District  Motive  Power  Superintendent  attended  ; 
the  unhelpful  attitude  of  British  Railways  was  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  National  Smoke  Abatement  Society  at  their  Annual  Conference  in 
September,  and  informal  talks  took  place  between  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  his  colleagues  in  other  districts  where  similar  nuisances  were 
known  to  exist.  Regretfully,  no  material  progress  can  be  reported. 

The  air  pollution  recorded  monthly  on  each  of  the  Councils’  deposit 
gauges  is  given  overleaf  and  a  table  of  the  year’s  wind  records  below. 


Wind  Records  (in  hours  per  month). 


MONTH 

DIRECTTO 

N  OF 

WINE 

> 

N. 

N.E. 

E. 

S.E. 

S. 

S.W. 

W. 

N.W. 

Calm 

No  record 

January  .... 

40.0 

138.5 

17  .0 

14.0 

179.0 

208.0 

28.0 

74.5 

- — - 

45.0 

February  .  . 

56.0 

77.0 

105.5 

49.0 

88.0 

43.5 

56.5 

163.0 

0.5 

33.0 

March . 

119.0 

153.0 

32.5 

5.0 

79.0 

103.0 

53.0 

181.5 

— 

8.0 

April . 

30.0 

145.0 

2.0 

3.5 

183.0 

159.0 

157.0 

39.5 

1 .0 

— 

May . 

62.0 

146.5 

20.5 

13.0 

102.5 

227.5 

75.0 

75.0 

— ■ 

22.0 

June . 

40.0 

212.0 

26.0 

54.0 

110.0 

159.0 

42.0 

72.0 

4.0 

1.0 

July . 

128.0 

226.5 

90.0 

10.5 

20.0 

77.5 

32.5 

49.0 

49.0 

61 .0 

August  .... 

111.0 

204.5 

54.5 

4.5 

54.5 

125.0 

55.5 

36.0 

46.5 

52.0 

September  .  . 

11.5 

12.0 

6.0 

6.5 

86.0 

254.0 

195.5 

89.5 

11.0 

48.0 

October  .... 

78.0 

28.5 

1.0 

— 

71.5 

230.5 

139.0 

137.5 

21.0 

37.0 

November  .  . 

68.0 

43.5 

10.0 

18.0 

217.5 

163.5 

76.0 

61.5 

50.0 

12.0 

December.  . . 

42.0 

33 . 5 

15.0 

39.5 

205 . 5 

252.0 

83.0 

39.5 

7.0 

27.0 
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Gray  Art  Gallery. 


MONTH 

RAINFALL 

DEPOSITS— Solids— Tons 
per  Sq.  Mile 

Inches 

P.  H.  Val. 

Suspended 

Dissolved 

Total 

January . 

1 .68 

5.7 

13.50 

13.00 

26.50 

February . 

1.87 

6.0 

16.40 

13.26 

29.66 

March . 

1.06 

6.9 

11.77 

10.26 

22.03 

April . 

0.82 

6.8 

11.00 

6 . 85 

17.85 

May . 

1.26 

6.8 

12.14 

•  9.36 

21.50 

June . 

Gauge  b 

roken  —  No 

Readings 

July . 

1.25 

6.6 

7.44 

6.07 

13.51 

August . 

0.98 

6.7 

11.80 

5.10 

16.90 

September . 

1.23 

6.2 

13.90 

4.74 

18.64 

October . 

1.32 

6.1 

12.54 

1 

10.00 

22.54 

November . 

1.97 

5  5 

10.70 

8.87 

19.57 

December . 

2.33 

5.4 

18.00 

16.50 

34.50 

Golden  Flatts  School. 


MONTH 

RAINFALL 

DEPOSITS— Solids— Tons 
per  Sq.  Mile 

Inches 

P.  H.  Val. 

Suspended 

Dissolved 

Total 

January . 

Gauge  b 

roken  —  No 

Readings 

February . 

Gauge  b 

roken  —  No 

Readings 

March . 

Gauge  b 

roken  ■ —  No 

Readings 

April . 

0.84 

6.8 

12.51 

7.11 

19.62 

May . 

1.08 

6.3 

17.00 

10.12 

27.12 

June . 

2.18 

6.2 

8.72 

7.08 

15.80 

July . 

1.07 

7.0 

10.44 

6.60 

17.04 

August . 

1.02 

6.4 

17.50 

9.60 

27.10 

September . 

0.91 

6.8 

8.96 

5.64 

14.60 

October . 

1.32 

6.4 

11.54 

17.74 

29.28 

November . 

1.70 

6.2 

9.30 

11.56 

20.86 

December . 

2.03 

9.9 

10.13 

13.15 

23.28 
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Grantully  Maternity  Home. 


MONTH 

RAINFALL 

DEPOSITS — Solids — Tons 
per  Sq.  Mile 

Inches 

P.  H.  Val. 

Suspended 

Dissolved 

Total 

January . 

1.71 

5.1 

12.10 

16.83 

28.93 

February  . 

1.78 

5.5 

10.06 

12.84 

22.90 

March  . 

1.00 

6.5 

10.95 

10.88 

21  .83 

April . 

0.81 

6.6 

8.87 

.628 

15.15 

May  . 

1 .07 

5.9 

8.67 

7.39 

16.06 

June  . 

2.18 

5.9 

9.52 

7.14 

16.66 

July  . 

0.93 

6.8 

9.00 

4.90 

13.90 

August  . 

0.86 

5.9 

14.82 

5.82 

20.64 

September . 

0.9 

6.0 

10.60 

4.76 

15.36 

October . 

1.24 

6.2 

8.16 

8.57 

16.73 

November . 

1.85 

5.7 

7.31 

9.13 

16.44 

December . 

2.25 

5.1 

8.60 

10.35 

18.95 

Dyke  House  School. 


MONTH 

RAINFALL 

DEPOSITS— Solids- 
per  Sq.  Mile 

-Tons 

Inches 

P.  H.  Val. 

Suspended 

Dissolved 

Total 

January . 

1.73 

5.3 

13.80 

17.45 

31.25 

February  . 

1.68 

6.3 

13.48 

19.14 

32.62 

March  . 

1 .04 

6.9 

13.07 

21 .05 

34.12 

April . 

0.60 

7.0 

8 . 75 

8.62 

17.37 

May  . 

1.0 

6.7 

9.93 

13.50 

23.43 

June  . 

2.33 

6.4 

8.54 

9.88 

18.42 

July  . 

1 .04 

7.1 

6.14 

8.78 

14.92 

August . 

0.70 

6.5 

9.32 

8.90 

18.22 

September . 

1  .38 

6.7 

6.80 

5.84 

12.64 

October . 

1.0 

6.7 

8.37 

16.90 

25.27 

November . 

1  .86 

6.3 

7.7 

14.6 

22.3 

December . 

2.17 

5.8 

9.70 

14.20 

23.90 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 
Summary  of  Surface  Infestations,  1st  April,  1955,  to  31st  March,  1956. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Non-Agricultural 

(5) 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
incl.  Coun¬ 
cil  Houses) 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  &  (3) 

I.  No.  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  District . 

99 

22,024 

2,530 

24,653 

48 

II.  No.  of  properties  inspected 
as  a  result  of  : 

(a)  Notification . 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act . 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 

visited  primarily  for  some 
other  purpose) . 

10 

272 

76 

362 

4 

28 

547 

158 

733 

17 

Nil 

51 

Nil 

51 

Nil 

III.  Total  inspections  carried 
out — including  re-inspections 

107 

4,030 

559 

4,696 

37 

IV.  No.  of  pr 
(in  Sec.  II) 
to  be  infest 

(a)  Rats  < 

(b)  Mice  < 

operties  inspected 
which  were  found 
ed  by  : 

Major . 

Minor . 

f  Major . 

Minor . 

1 

Nil 

4 

5 

2 

3 

116 

42 

161 

5 

Nil 

2 

11 

13 

1 

9 

389 

47 

445 

Nil 

V.  No.  of  infested  properties 
(in  Sec.  IV)  treated  by  the 
L.A . 

13 

458 

101 

572 

7 

VI.  Total  treatments  carried 
out — including  re-treatments .  . 

16 

465 

103 

584 

7 

VII.  No.  of  notices  served 
under  Sec.  IV  of  the  Act  : 

(a)  Treatment . 

(b)  Structural  Work  (i.e. 

Proofing)  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

VIII.  No.  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken  fol¬ 
lowing  the  issue  of  a  notice 
under  Sec.  IV  of  the  Act . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

IX.  Legal  Proceedings . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

X.  No.  of  “Block”  control 
schemes  carried  out . 

Nil 

111 

7 

118 

Nil 

52 


APPENDIX  1.  BIRTHS. 


West 

H’pool. 

WAR 

DS 

Transfers 

North 

West 

Park 

S.W. 

Cent’l 

N.E. 

Seaton 

South 

IN 

OUT 

No.  of  births 

1,459 

79 

92 

79 

250 

273 

296 

134 

231 

333 

308 

Percentage  of 
total  births 

— 

5.4 

6.3 

5.4 

17.1 

18.7 

20.3 

9.2 

15.8 

22.8 

21.0 

BIRTH  RATES  —  1946-55 


YEARS 

WEST  HARTLEPOOL 

ENGLAND  & 
WALES 
BIRTH  RATE 

No.  of  Births 

Birth  Rate 
per  1000  Pop. 

1946 

1,575 

22.77 

19.1 

1947 

1,733 

24.58 

20.5 

1948 

1,639 

22.92 

17.9 

1949 

1,502 

20.76 

16.7 

1950 

1,360 

18.77 

15.8 

1951 

1,421 

19.67 

15.5 

1952 

1,435 

19.90 

15.3 

1953 

1,385 

19.15 

15.5 

1954 

1,344 

18.54 

15.2 

1955 

1,459 

20.03 

15.0 

NATURAL  INCREASE  OF  POPULATION. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  was  605. 

Rate  of  natural  increase  per  1,000  population,  8.31. 
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APPENDIX  2.  THE  DEATHS  AS  THEY  OCCURRED  IN  THE  WARDS. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Total 

Deaths 

WARDS 

Transferabl 

Deaths 

North 

West 

Park 

S.-West 

Central 

N.-East 

Seaton 

South 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) . 

13 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

3 

_ 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

] 

Syphilitic  Diseases . 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Measles  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 
Diseases . 

3 

1 

1 

. 

_ 

1 

_ 

— 

Cancer . 

122 

14 

9 

18 

11 

19 

7 

11 

14 

19 

Leukaemia . 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Diabetes  . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 
System . 

84 

12 

7 

12 

11 

10 

6 

11 

11 

4 

Heart  Disease . 

265 

25 

34 

34 

33 

48 

28 

21 

28 

14 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases . 

38 

3 

3 

5 

5 

8 

4 

3 

4 

3 

Influenza . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia . 

55 

8 

4 

7 

5 

13 

1 

9 

7 

1 

Bronchitis . 

71 

4 

9 

7 

7 

19 

11 

7 

6 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 
System . 

7 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

8 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  &  Diarrhoea. 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

13 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate . 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

" 

2 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and 

Abortion  . 

_ 

- 

_ 

Congenita]  Malformations . 

9 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases . 

97 

12 

9 

3 

6 

18 

13 

8 

6 

22 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents . 

12 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

10 

All  other  accidents . 

28 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

22 

Suicide . 

4 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Total  Deaths  .... 

854 

_ 

86 

85 

97 

84 

152 

82 

77 

83 

108 
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APPENDIX  3.  TABLE  SHOWING  CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Total 

Deaths 

AGE 

GROUPS 

Deaths  in 
Institution- 

Under  1 

1-2 

2-5 

5-15 

1 5-25 

25-45 

45-65 

65-75 

75  up 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) . 

13 

5 

7 

1 

6 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Syphilitic  Diseases . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Measles .  . 

1 

3 

1 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer . . . 

122 

3 

1 

2 

2 

10 

47 

32 

28 

56 

Leukaemia . 

2 

1 

3 

Diabetes . 

3 

3 

3 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System . 

84 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

18 

24 

41 

29 

Heart  Diseases . 

265 

_ 

- 

. 

_ 

1 

6 

60 

80 

118 

82 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases . 

38 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

6 

11 

20 

24 

Influenza . 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pneumonia . 

55 

10 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

7 

12 

24 

28 

Bronchitis  . 

71 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

13 

22 

36 

19 

Other  Diseases  of  ResDiratorv  Svstem . 

7 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

4 

1 

— 

2 

Hirer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum . 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

8 

Oastritis  Pnteritis  and  Diarrhoea . 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Nenhritis  and  Nenhrosis . 

13 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

3 

4 

Hvnernlasia  of  Prostate  . 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6 

3 

Prepnanrv  Childbirth  and  Abortion . 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Crmfrenital  Malformations . 

9 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

OtV»p>r  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases . 

97 

40 

— 

1 

4 

2 

7 

17 

11 

15 

70 

Mnfnr  Vehicle  accidents  . 

12 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

4 

1 

1 

7 

All  other  accidents  . 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

5 

4 

12 

19 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Total  Deaths . 

854 

64 

2 

1 

9 

12 

45 

205 

209 

307 

377 

' 


* 
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APPENDIX  4.  WEEKLY  RETURN  OF  DEATHS  FROM  CHEST  DISEASES. 


DISEASE 

Jan. 

1st 

Jan. 

8th 

Tan. 

15th 

Tan. 

22nd 

Jan. 

29th 

Feb. 

5th 

Feb. 

12th 

Feb. 

19th 

Feb. 

26th 

Mar. 

5th 

Mar. 

12th 

Mar. 

19th 

Mar. 

26th 

Ap'. 

2nd 

Apl. 

9th 

Apl 

16th 

Apl. 

23th 

Apr. 

30th 

Influenza . 

Phthisis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

Bronchitis . 

2 

2 

4 

5 

2 

6 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Pneumonia . 

1 

3 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Heart  Disease . 

1 

6 

2 

8 

9 

8 

5 

7 

10 

11 

8 

5 

4 

2 

6 

9 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Disease 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Totals.  . . . 

1 

8 

7 

10 

14 

11 

15 

10 

15 

14 

18 

9 

9 

6 

9 

9 

13 

8 

DISEASE 

May 

7th 

May 

14th 

May 

21st 

May 

28th 

Tune 

4  th 

June 

11th 

June 

18th 

June 

25th 

July 

2nd 

July 

9th 

Tulv 

16th 

Julv 

23rd 

July 

30th 

Aug. 

6tb 

Aug. 

13th 

Aug. 

20th 

Aug. 

27th 

Sept. 

3rd 

Influenza . 

Phthisis . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

• - 

Bronchitis . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pneumonia . 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Heart  Disease . 

3 

8 

7 

1 

4 

7 

4 

6 

— 

1 

3 

1 

2 

4 

1 

3 

11 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Disease 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals . 

6 

12 

8 

4 

5 

12 

9 

8 

— 

1 

3 

3 

2 

5 

2 

3 

12 

2 

DISEASE 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct 

Oct. 

Oct 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

10  th 

17th 

24th 

1st 

8th 

15th 

22nd 

29th 

5th 

12th 

19th 

26th 

3rd 

10th 

17th 

24th 

31st 

Total 

Influenza . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Phthisis . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

13 

Bronchitis  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

71 

Pneumonia  . 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

3 

2 

5 

55 

Heart  Disease . 

5 

3 

4 

2 

2 

3 

6 

5 

3 

6 

7 

7 

13 

6 

6 

4 

4 

265 

Other  Respiratory  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

■ - - 

1 

7 

Totals . 

6 

4 

6 

2 

6 

6 

9 

7 

6 

8 

11 

9 

13 

6 

10 

8 

12 

412 

59 


APPENDIX  5.  DEATHS. 


West 

Hartle¬ 

pool 

WARDS 

Trans¬ 

ferable 

Deaths 

N. 

w. 

P. 

s.w. 

C. 

N.E. 

S’ton 

S. 

No.  of  deaths 

854 

86 

85 

97 

84 

152 

82 

77 

83 

108 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths 

10.1 

10.0 

11.4 

9.8 

17.8 

9.6 

9.0 

9.7 

12.6 

APPENDIX  6.  TRANSFERABLE  DEATHS. 


DEATHS  OCCURRING  IN 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

Hartlepools  Hospital,  Hartlepool . 

35 

25 

60 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 

— 

1 

1 

Newcastle  General  Hospital,  N’castle  upon  Tyne. 

4 

4 

8 

Sedge  field  General  Hospital  . 

2 

5 

7 

Stockton  and  Thornaby  Hospital . 

3 

— 

3 

Children’s  Hospital,  Stockton . . . 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Hospitals . . . 

5 

5 

10 

Other  Areas . 

12 

5 

17 

Totals  . 

62 

46 

108 

APPENDIX  7.  DEATH  RATES  1946-55. 


WEST  HARTLEPOOL 

YEAR 

Death  Rate 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

No.  of  Deaths 

per.  1000  Pop. 

1946 

837 

12.10 

11.5 

1947 

957 

13.57 

12.0 

1948 

837 

11.71 

10.8 

1949 

878 

12.13 

11.7 

1950 

913 

12.60 

11.6 

1951 

920 

12.72 

12.5 

1952 

819 

11.36 

11.3 

1953 

794 

10.98 

11.4 

1954 

824 

11.36 

11.3 

1955 

854 

11.72 

11.7 

60 


APPENDIX  8.  CANCER  DEATHS  1946-55. 


Year 

No.  of 

Cancer  Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Death  Rate  per 
1000  population 

Deaths  from 
all  causes 

Percentage  of 
total  deaths 

1946 

116 

63 

53 

1.67 

837 

13.85 

1947 

137 

71 

66 

1.94 

957 

14.3 

1948 

146 

71 

75 

2.04 

837 

17.44 

1949 

127 

64 

63 

1.75 

878 

14.46 

1950 

135 

70 

65 

1.86 

913 

14.79 

1951 

122 

62 

60 

1.69 

920 

13.26 

1952 

154 

92 

62 

2.08 

819 

18.80 

1953 

124 

75 

49 

1.71 

794 

15.62 

1954 

130 

69 

61 

1.79 

824 

15.77 

1955 

122 

66 

56 

1.67 

854 

14.28 

APPENDIX  9. 

CANCER  DEATHS  — PARTS  OF  BODY  AFFECTED. 


Age 

PARTS  AFFECTED 

Sex 

Under  35 

35  to  45 

45  to  55 

55  to  65 

65  to  75 

Over  75 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Stomach . . 

1 

1 

1 

4 

— 

4 

4 

4 

4 

14 

9 

Other  Digestive  Organs 

and  Peritoneum  ...... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

2 

3 

3 

3 

7 

18 

14 

Genito-Urinary  Organs  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

6 

1 

3 

4 

2 

7 

17 

Breast . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Other  Glands . 

1 

1 

1 

i 

l 

9 

T 

3 

Respiratory  System ..... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

Lj 

17 

2 

Buccal  Cavity  and 

Pharynx . 

1 

i 

1 

9 

i 

1 

Other  Parts .  .  . 

1 

2 

1 

1 

9 

1 

3 

1 

6 

6 

1 

Totals . 

3 

4 

4 

4 

7 

9 

20 

11 

18 

14 

14 

14 

66 

56 

The  deaths  were  ascribed  to —  No.  of  deaths 


The  deaths  were  ascribed  to —  No.  of  deaths 

Carcinoma .  106 

Sarcoma .  2 

Epithelioma .  1 

Cancer  (no  classification) .  13 


122 


61 


APPENDIX  10.  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES  1946-55. 


YEAR 

WEST  HARTLEPOOL 

ENGLAND 
&  WALES 
Rate 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1000 

live  births 

1946 

1,575 

85 

54 

43 

1947 

1,733 

113 

65 

41 

1948 

1,639 

77 

47 

34 

1949 

1,502 

63 

42 

32 

1950 

1,360 

59 

43 

29.8 

1951 

1,421 

49 

34 

29.6 

1952 

1,435 

57 

40 

27.6 

1953 

1,385 

55 

40 

26.8 

1954 

1,344 

62 

46 

25.5 

1955 

1,459 

64 

44 

24.9 

APPENDIX  11. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  IN  THE  WARDS. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

North 

West 

Park 

South 

West 

Cent’l 

North 

East 

Seaton 

South 

Trans¬ 

ferable 

total 

Pneumonia . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

4 

2 

— 

10 

Congestion  of  Lungs ........ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  (non-respiratory) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm . 

1 

1 

Measles . 

1 

— 

1 

Enteritis . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Prematurity . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

5 

16 

Atelectasis . 

2 

- — 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

2 

10 

Congenital  Malformations  .  .  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

2 

8 

Asphyxia . .  .  .  .  . 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and 

' 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Oedema . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

7 

All  other  causes . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Totals . 

3 

3 

- - 

3 

18 

8 

9 

7 

13 

64 

62 
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APPENDIX  13 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR— HOSPITAL  CASES. 


DISEASE 

Total  Cas^s 
Notified 

No.  of  such 
cases  treated 
in  hospital 

Scarlet  Fever . 

1 

Whooping  Cough . 

38 

Measles  . 

171 

1 

Pneumonia . 

17 

2 

Meningococcal  Infection . 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . 

2 

2 

Dysentery . 

19 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum . 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

12 

8 

Erysipelas . 

1 

Disease 

Ho 

spital 

t  .  .  _  i 

Gr’ntully 

Mat.Hme 

Brierton 

Hospital 

General 

Hospital 

Cameron 

Hospital 

H’pools. 

Hospital 

1  Other 
Hospitals 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles . 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Meningococcal 

Infection . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis  . 

— • 

2 

• — • 

— 

— 

• — 

2 

Dysentery . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonat'm. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

8 

Erysipelas . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Disease 

Cases 

Vision 

Impaired 

Vision 

Un¬ 

impaired 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Tre 

;ated 

At 

Home 

At 

Hospital 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum.  .  .  . 
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— 
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APPENDIX  17.  TUBERCULOSIS 


Deaths  and  Death  Rates  1946-55. 


NO. 

OF  DEATHS 

DEATH  RATES 
(per  1,000  Population) 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

All  Forms 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

All  Forms 

58 

12 

70 

0.84 

0.17 

1 .01 

45 

10 

55 

0.64 

0.14 

0.78 

42 

12 

54 

0.59 

0.16 

0.75 

39 

6 

45 

0.54 

0.08 

0.62 

37 

8 

45 

0.51 

0.11 

0.62 

24 

2 

26 

0.33 

0.03 

0.36 

22 

3 

25 

0.30 

0.04 

0.34 

10 

3 

13 

0.14 

0.04 

0.18 

12 

4 

16 

0.17 

0.05 

0.22 

13 

3 

16 

0.18 

0.04 

0.22 
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APPENDIX  18 

UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED  TO 
SANITARY  INSPECTORS 

513|  lbs.  carcase  meat. 

452J  lbs.  bacon  and  ham. 

1 31 J  lbs.  cooked  meat. 

168J  lbs.  sausages. 

12  lbs.  imported  turkey  (1). 

1 ,003  tins  meat. 

186J  lbs.  cheese. 

100  lbs.  butter. 

§  lb.  lard. 

2,201  tins  fish,  fruit  and  vegetables. 

129  fish  cakes. 

8  chicklets. 

66  jars  and  bottles  pickles  and  sauces. 

6  tins  meat  etc.,  paste. 

303|  lbs.  dried  fruit. 

95f-  lbs.  preserves. 

1  lb.  sugar. 

1  lb.  coconut. 

41  lbs.  cereals. 

9|  lbs.  ground  almonds. 

89J  lbs.  cakes  and  biscuits. 

10 J  lbs.  cake  and  pudding  mixture. 

32  tins  creamed  rice. 

79  puddings. 

\  lb.  baking  powder. 

15  table  jellies. 

247  tins  milk. 

19  j  ars  synthetic  cream. 

7  bottles  coffee  essence. 

2  tins  cocoa. 

560  lbs.  liquid  eggs. 

1 ,020  preserved  eggs. 

7  tins  infant  food. 

1  tin  malt. 

90  lbs.  walnuts. 

720  lbs.  cherries. 

4  stalks  canary  bananas. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND 


Article  Purchased 
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Adulterated 


APPENDIX  19. 


ACTS— ADULTERATED  SAMPLES— ACTION  TAKEN. 


o 

M-i  i— i 

O  Ph 

°  rt 
^  C/3 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Remarks  and  Action  Taken 

1 

2 

14 

15 
20 
21 

Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard,  q 
Of  doubtful  quality.  J 

Of  doubtful  quality.  q 

Of  doubtful  quality.  J 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids.  t 
Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids.  j 

Formal  samples  14  and  15  taken. 

Appeal  to  Cow  samples  20  and  21  taken. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

3 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Course  of  Delivery  samples  16  and  17  genuine. 

5 

11 

13 

Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard. 
Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard.  \ 
Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard.  / 

Formal  samples  10,  11,  12  and  13  taken. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

64 

65 
70 

Deficient  in  fat  content.  \ 

Genuine  but  below  standard.  J 
Genuine  but  below  standard. 

Formal  samples  70,  71  and  72  taken. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

9 

Slightly  below  standard  in  fat. 

Course  of  Delivery  samples  18  and  19  taken — 
genuine. 

58 

59 

60 
69 

Below  standard  in  fat.  1 

Genuine  but  below  standard.  J> 
Genuine  but  below  standard. 

Genuine  but  below  standard. 

Formal  samples  68  and  69  taken. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

63 

Genuine  but  below  standard. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

96 

Slightly  deficient  in  fat. 

Appeal  to  Cow  samples  103,  104  and  105  taken — 
genuine. 

137 

138 

Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard  1 
in  non-fatty  solids.  ^ 

Of  genuine  quality  but  below  standard  j 
in  non-fatty  solids. 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

134 

157 

158 

159 

160 

Below  standard  in  fat  and  non-fatty 
solids. 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids. 
Genuine  but  below  standard. 

Below  standard  in  fat  and  non-fattv 
solids.  f 

Below  standard  in  non-fatty  solids. 
Genuine  but  below  standard. 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

Formal  samples  157,  158  and  159  taken. 

Appeal  to  Cow  samples  160  and  161  taken. 

Warning  letter  to  farmer. 

148 

149 

150 
154 

Below  standard  in  fat.  1 

Below  standard  in  fat.  1* 

Below  standard  in  fat. 

•-Below  standard  in  non -fatty  solids. 
Genuine  but  below  standard. 

Formal  samples  154,  155  and  156  taken 

Reported  to  County  Milk  Production  Officer. 

177 

196 

Deficient  in  fat. 

Deficient  in  fat. 

Formal  samples  196  and  197  taken. 

Formal  samples  repeated. 

Formal  samples  41  and  42  (1956)  genuine. 
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APPENDIX  19. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS,  ACTS— ADULTERATED  SAMPLES— ACTION  TAKEN. 
continued. 


Article  Purchased 

Number 

Analysed 

Formal 

Samples 

Informal 

Samples 

Number 

Genuine 

Number 

Adulterated 

No.  of 

Sample 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Remarks  and  Action  Taken 

Pork  Sausages  . 

7 

1 

6 

5 

2 

169 

1 

Deficient  in  meat  content — 17% 
Deficient  in  meat  content — 24 . 30% 

Formal  sample  taken. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Beef  Sausages . 

5 

3 

2 

3 

2 

73 

153 

Deficient  in  meat  content — 3.8% 
Contained  excess  of  sulphur  dioxide. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer. 

Warning  letter  to  manufactuer. 

Bread  and  Butter . 

2 

1 

1 

2 

57 

Not  a  sample  of  bread  and  butter. 

Bread  spread  with  margarine. 

Not  a  sample  of  bread  and  butter. 

Bread  spread  with  margarine. 

Formal  sample  76  taken. 

Warning  letter  to  cafe  proprietor. 

76 

Vinegar . 

2 

1 

1 

2 

79 

Not  a  sample  of  vinegar. 

(Diluted  solution  of  acetic  acid  coloured 
with  caramel.) 

Not  a  sample  of  vinegar. 

(Diluted  solution  of  acetic  acid  coloured 
with  caramel). 

Formal  sample  97  taken. 

Warning  letter  to  manufacturer  and  retailer. 

97 

Buttered  Liquorice . 

2 

1 

1 

__ 

2 

26 

Incorrectly  described  as  Buttered 

Formal  sample  28  taken. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

28 

Liquorice. 

Incorrectly  described  as  Buttered 
Liquorice. 

Warning  letter  to  retailer. 

Starch-reduced  loaf . 

Margarine . 

z 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

Rum  Putter  . 

1 

, 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Butter . 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pure  T.ard  . 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Shredder!  Beef  Suet . 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Self-rai'sHnc  PI  our . 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Snnnv  Snread  . 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Marmalade . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Apple  &  Strawberry  J  am . 

(Golden  Svnvn  . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Minremeat  . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T.emnri  Purd  . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

HT  ea  . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Coffee  &  Chicory  Essence . 

Rlo/'t/'iirrant  Tnire . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

z 

_ 

— 

— - 
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APPENDIX  19. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS,  ACTS— ADULTERATED  SAMPLES— ACTION  TAKEN 
continued. 


Article  Purchased 


Pure  Lemon  Juice . 

Jaffa  Juice . 

Rice . 

Sago . 

Pork  Brawn . 

Minced  Turkey . 

Ground  Almonds  . 

Marzipan . 

Icing  Sugar . 

Condensed  Skimmed  Milk . 

Salad  Cream . 

Mustard . 

White  Pepper . 

Ground  Ginger . 

Ground  Nutmeg . 

Soup . 

Chicken  Sandwich . 

Cheese  Spread . 

Meat  Paste . 

Seasoned  Fritter  Mix . 

Custard  Powder . 

Coconut . 

Almond  Flavouring . 

Ice  Cream . 

Sponge  Pudding . 

Gelatine  Powder . 

Table  Jelly . 

Glycerine,  Lemon  and  He 

Camphorated  Oil . 

Cough  Syrup . 

Codeine  Tablets . 

Glauber  Salts . 

Saccharin  Tablets . 

Whiskey . 

Rum . 

Macaroon  Butters . 

Butter  Drops  . . 

National  Dried  Milk 


Number 

Analysed 

Formal 

Samples 

Informal 

Samples 

Number 

Genuine 

Number 

Adulterated 

No.  of 

Sample 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Remarks  and  Action  Taken 

1 

- - 

1 

1  * 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

I 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

'  1 

1 

f 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

O 

s  ' 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

O 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Z 

1 

2 

■ — 

z 

1 

2 

Z 

1 

2 

— 

— 

z 

z 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

' 

-  -  -  .  —  .  »  ■ 


k> 

| 

. 1  ’ . 

e 
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‘ 

f 

• 

f 

* 

t 
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APPENDIX  20.  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR. 


Animals  Slaughtered  at  Abattoir. 


YEAR 

BEASTS 

SHEEP 

CALVES 

PIGS 

TOTAL 

1946 

3,526 

14,617 

634 

22 

18,799 

1947 

3,278 

10,336 

43 

10 

13,667 

1948 

2,947 

9,867 

2,424 

44 

15,282 

1949 

3,407 

11,631 

2,082 

99 

17,219 

1950 

4,257 

13,049 

324 

444 

18,074 

1951 

4,026 

10,521 

329 

931 

15,807 

1952 

4,094 

14,278 

486 

1,830 

20,688 

1953 

3,754 

15,651 

387 

4,594 

24,386 

1954 

5,713 

16,858 

189 

12,724 

35,484 

1955 

3,812 

10,783 

281 

11,573 

26,449 

YEAR 

Total  Cattle 
slaughtered 
(including 
calves) 

Number 
affected 
with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

Percentage 

affected 

Total 
number 
of  pigs 
slaughtered 

Number 
affected 
with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

Percentage 

affected 

1946 

4,160 

225 

6.38 

22 

— 

— 

1947 

3,321 

417 

12.55 

10 

1 

10.00 

1948 

5,371 

461 

8.58 

44 

4 

9.09 

1949 

5,489 

826 

15.05 

99 

11 

11.11 

1950 

4,581 

1,239 

27.05 

444 

21 

4.73 

1951 

4,355 

1,315 

30.19 

931 

52 

5.58 

1952 

4,580 

1,126 

24.58 

1,830 

138 

7.54 

1953 

4,141 

1,405 

33.93 

4,594 

284 

6.18 

1954 

5,902 

982 

16.63 

12,724 

339 

2.  66 

1955 

4,093 

306 

7.47 

11,573 

279 

2.41 
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APPENDIX  20.  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR — continued. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

No.  killed  (if  known) . 

3,282 

530 

281 

10,783 

11,573 

— 

No.  inspected . 

3,282 

530 

281 

10,783 

11,573 

— 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  &  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  .... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci . 

1 

6 

6 

45 

23 

_ _ 

1,010 

91 

5 

134 

719 

— 

30.80 

18.30 

3.91 

1.66 

6.41 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned .... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

3 

5 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

236 

62 

— 

— 

279 

— - 

7.28 

12.64 

— 

— 

2.41 

— - 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned . 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration . 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned . 

5 

_ 

. 

- 

.  _ 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 
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APPENDIX  21. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 
(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Prosecutions 

(5) 

Factories  without  mechanical  power . 

110 

20 

4 

— 

Factories  with  mechanical  power . 

217 

59 

10 

— 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act,  including 
works  of  building  and  engineering  con¬ 
struction  but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises . 

15 

18 

Total . 

342 

97 

14 

— 

Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects 

No.  of  cases 
in  respect  of 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

PARTICULARS 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

(1) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness . 

4 

2 

— 

4 

— 

Overcrowding . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient . 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  .  .  . 

10 

7 

— 

4 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  .... 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to 

1 

Outwork) . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■  — 

Totals . 

18 

9 

— 

10 

— 

